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It la a fact beyond denial that the German* bav* deliberately 
and systematically murdered millions of innocent civilian* — Jem 
and Christiana alike — all over Europe. Thin campaign of terror 
and brutality which Is unprecedented in all hi story and -which 
even now continues unabated, is part of the German plan to subju- 
gate the free peoples Of the world. 



So revolting and diabolical are the German atrocities that 
the adnds of civiliBed people find It difficult to believe that 
they have actually taken place. But the governments of the 
United States and of other countries have evidence which clearly 
substantiate a the facts. 

The lar Refugee Board le engaged in a desperate effort to 
savs as many as possible of Hitler's intended victims. To facil- 
itate itfl work the Board has representatives in key spots in 
Europe. These representatives have tested contacts throughout 
Europe and keep the Board fully advised concerning the German cam- 
paign of extermination and torture. 

Recently the Board received from a representative dose to 
the scene two eye- witness ace mints of a -rant a which occurred in no- 
torious extermination camps established by the German*., The first 
report is based upon the experiences of two young Slovaklan Jews 
who escaped in April, 19 IA after spending two years in the Nasi 
coo cant ration camps at AuechwltE and Birkenau in southwestern 
Poland. The second report is made by a non- Jewish Polish major, 
the only survivor of one group imprisoned at Auschwitz, 

The two reports were prepared independently and are repro- 
duced exactly in the form they were received by the War Refugee 
Board , except for a few deletions necessary for the protection of 
persons who may still be alive. The figures concerning the size 
of the Jewish convoys and the numbers of men and women admitted 
to the two camps cannot be taken as Mathematically exact; and, 
in fact, are declared by the authors to be no more than reliable 
approximations , They are accepted as such by the Board* 

The Board has every reason to believe that these reports 
present a true picture of the frightful happenings in these 
i. It is —fcj "e the reports public in the firm conviction 
they should be read and understood by all 
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THE EXT^INATTOH CAMPS OF AUSCWITZ (Os*ieclm) 
and HIRKEHAU 
in Upper Silsai*. 
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T*o young Slovak Jewe - who be nans a will nut be disclosed for 
the tire being in tha interest of their own safety - have been 
fortunate en l ugh to escape after spending two years In the concen- 
tration csnpe of BIKKENAU, AUSQMITZ and IJjBLIN^AJIiANM, *here 
they bad bom deported In 1942 from iLDYAKlA. 

One of them wee sent on April 13, 1942 from the assembly camp 
of St*Ett directly to AUSCHWITZ find then to HUKUMU, while the 
other was sent from tha zwp of NO'MKY to UlBHH on June U, 1942 
and, after * short fitay there, transferred to AUSCKiiilT* ano, lattrr, 
to BXBKENAUi 

The following report does not contain everything these two 
men experienced during their captivity, but or.ly what one or both 
together underwent, heard, or experienced at first hand- fco 
individual impressions or juugments are re corned and nothing 
passed on from hearsay. 

The report starts "ith the story of the young Jew "bowM 
removed from bhlili. the account of his experiences in HtHKUUU 
beeina at the time the second Jew arrive a" 0«» *M JJ» ^ * 
based on the rtrt^ents of both. Then follows the indi vadual 
narrative of the second Jew who was tent from NOWEt to LbBLIN 
and from there to AUbCHHm. 

The declarations tally with all the trustworthy yet fragmen- 
tary reports hitherto received, and tha dates given with regard 
to trans ™rts to various carips agree with thtf official records. 
Theae rtrtements can, therefore, be considered as entirely cranio]*. 



I. AU5C_HWXT£ AMD HIRKOAU, 

On the 13 tb April* 19-12 cur group, eons luting of 1*000 men, 
t, loaded Into railroad cars at the assembly camp of SERED. 
The doors were shut so that nothing would reveal the direction 
of the journey, and tjhen they were opened after * long while * 
realised that ™= had crossed the Slovak frontier and were in 
ZWARDON. The train h&d until then been guarded by Hllnka men, 
but was now taken over by SS guards. After a few of the care 
had been uncoupled from our convoy, wa continued on our way 
arriving at night at AUSCHWITZ* *here «e stopped on a sidetrack. 
The reason the other cars were left behind was apparently the 
lack of room at AUSCHWITZ, They joined us, however, a few days 
later. Upon arrival were placed in rows of five and counted. 
There werTbtf of us. After a walk of aboil 20 minutes with our 
heavy packs (we had left Slovakia well equipped), we reached 
the concentration camp of AUSCHWITZ- 

We were at once led into a huge barrack where on the one 
side we had to deposit all our luggage and on the other side , 
completely undress* leaving our clothes and valuables behind, 
Haked, we then proceeded to an adjoining barrack idiere our 
heads and bodies were shaved and disinfected with lyaol. At 
the exit every man was given a number which began with 28,600 
in consecutive order, With this number in hand we were then 
herded to a third barrack where so-called registration took 
place. This consisted of tattooing the numbers wa had received 
in the second barrack on the left side of our chests. The ex- 
treme brutality with which this was effected made manyof us 
faint The particulars of our identity were also recorded. 
Then we were led in groups of a hundred into a cellar, and 
later to a barrack where we were issued striped prisoners 
clothes and wooden clogs a This lasted until 10 a.m. In the 
afternoon our prisoners' Outfits were taken away from us again 
and replaced by the ragged and dirty remains £1^**™ ym " 
forms. Thus equipped *e were marched off to BIHKENAU. 

AUSCHWITZ is a concentration camp for political prisoners 
under so-called "protective custody." At the time cf my arrival* 
that is in April of 1942, there were about 15,000 prisoners in 
the camp* the majority of whom ware Poles* Germans, and civilian 
Russians under protective custody. A 3IB aU number of prisoners 
under the categories of criminals and "work-shirkers," 



AUSCHWITZ camp headquarters controls at the same tiae the 
work-camp of BIRXENAU as well as the farm labor camp of HAm.E^SE. 
All the prisoners arrive first at AUSCHWITZ where thev are pro- 
vided with prisoners' imraatriculaticn numbers and then are 
either kept there* sent to EIRXENAU or, in very small numbers, 
to KAR103JSB. The prisoners receive consecutive numbers upon 
arrival. Every number is only used once eo that the last number 
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their becoming blurred, on the left forearm. 

„„„ t j„„ a f category or nationality, are 

All prisoners, i™P*^ iw !*f idait ill cation, tt^y 
treated the same. Hoover, to facilitate Id an txiio^ , 

s: -ut^i-i-j^ ^t^x ssssiiss 

meaning i 

. red triangle poll tioal prisoners under 

protective custooy 
orflflT " professional criminals 

SIS " "dodgers- (labor slackers), "anti- 

socials" (mostly Russians) 

SSU I SerTof^e religion »et *t 

•BibfllTorecher" 

Tbe Jewish prisoners «ff er fro. the Aryan pr isoners g** 
their triangle («hioh in the majority of cases is red) l um 
SS a [fevid's *tw by adding yellow points- 

aforementioned factories. 

„st,chto**r6, eouippeo -lth ^J^g™^ is further an ordi- 
front of the ir^er Meh^ten.ian clrcl« there is 
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row is the camp street, and between the second and third there 
used to be a nail. The Jewish girl a deported from Slovakia In 
March and April, 19,42, over 7,000 of them, lived in the houses 
separated by this nail up to the middle of August, 1942- After 
the Be girls had been removed to HthKENAU, the wall between the 
second and third row of houses vas removed. The oaisp entry 
road cuts across the row of houses, while over the entrance 
gate, which is of course always heavily guarded, stands the 
ironic inscription 1 "VTork brines freedom. " 

At a radius of some 2,000 neters the whole camp ia encircled 
by a second line called Hhe big or outer chain of sentry posta" 
also with watchtowers every 150 laeters. Between the inner and 
outer chain of sentry posts arc the factories and other workshops . 
The towers of the ijuier chain are only manned at night when the 
high-tension current is switched into the double row of wires* 
During daytime the garrison of the inner chain of sentry posts 
is withdrawn, and the men take up duty in the outer chain. 
Escape through these sentry posts - and many attempts have been 
raada - is practically impossible. Getting through the inner 
circle of posts at night is completely impossible, and the 
towers of the outer chain are so close to one another {one 
every 150 ret Era, i,e+ giving each tower a sector with 
a 75-meter radius to watch) that approaching unnoticed is 
out of the question. The guards shoot without warning. 
The cari-ison of the outer chain is withdrawn at twilight, 
but only after it has been ascertained that all the prisoners 
are within the inner circle. If the roll call reveals that 
a prisoner is missing, sirens immediately sound the alarm. 

The men in the outer chain remain in their towers on the 
lookout, the inner chain is manned, and a systematic search is 
begun by hundreds of SS guards and bloodhounds. The siren brings 
the whole surrounding countryside to a state of alarm, so that if 
by miracle the escapee has been successful in getting through 
the outer chain he is nearly certain to be caught by one of the 
numerous German police and SS patrols. The escapee is further- 
more handicapped by his clean-shaven head, his striped prisoner's 
outfit or rod patches sown on his clothing, and the passiveness 
of the thoroughly intimidated inhabitants. The mere fact of 
neglecting to give information on the whereabouts of a prisoner, 
not to speak of extending help, is punished by death. Provided 
that the prisoner has not been caught sooner, the garrison of 
the outer chain of sentry posts remains on the watch for three 
days and nights after which delay it is presumed that the escapee 
has succeeded in breaking through the double circle. The follow- 
ing night the outor guard is withdrawn. If the oseapee is caught 
alive, ho is hanged in the presence of the whole camp; but if ho 
is found dead, his body - wherever it may have been located - Is 
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bro^ht beck to *p (it U ««y to identify the corpse by mesne 
nf the tattooed number) end seated at the entrance gate, a small 
lUZ SSTin hie hands, reading: "Here I -^»^«^ 
years' imprisonment many attempts to escape were made by prisoners 
hut. with the exception of tw or three, all were brought back 

or alive. It is not known whether the t« or three escapees 
.ho were not caught actually nonaged to & et away. It ^ 
be asserted that among the Jews who were deported from EICfVAKlA 
to MSSmLU t BtflMHH we are the only two who were lucky enough 
to save ourselves. 

As stated previously, we were transf erred from AUSQffltttE to 
BIIiKtKAU on the day of our arrival. 

Actually there la no such district as BIKKEHAU- liven the 
word BIEKEHAU is new in that it has been ■acopted-' from the nearby 
Birch Forest (BHEZINSKi ). The district no* called RlftfENAU was, 
and Is still, called "RAJSKA" by the local population* The exlflt- 
««w cftno center of BlfiKlMAU lies 4 kilometers^ distant from 
igaSsTS outS control of both BlCKElfAU and AuSOlWITZ 

SSfSd' -e merely separated by a railway track We never found 
anything out about NEW-BtFUN, probably about 30 to £0 kilometers 

for BIFlKEHAU. 

At the time of our arrival in HIKKENAU we found there only 
one huge kitchen for 15,000 people and three stone buildings, 
two of which were completed and one under construction, me 
builciirwE were cur rounded by an ordinary barbed wire fence, me 
prisoners *ere housed in these buildings and in others later 
constructed. All are built according to a standard model. Each 
house is about 30 meters long and S to 10 meters nd.de. WhereaB 
the height of the walls hardly exceeds 2 meters, the roof is 
disproportionately high - about 5 inters - so that the house 
gives the impression of a stable surmounted by a large hayloft. 
There la no inner ceiling, so that the room ranches a height ol 
7 meters in the center; in other words the pointed roofing rests 
directly on the four walls. The room is divined in two by 
a partition running its whole length down tho middle and fitted 
nith an opening to enable camauni cation between the two parts 
thus separated. Along both side walls, as well as along the 
middle partition, two parallel floors, some 80 centimeters 
apart, have been built which are in turn divided into small 
cells by vertical partitions. Thus there are three floors i 
the ground floor and the two built in the side walls. Normally 
three people live in each cubicle. As can be judged from the 
dimensions indicated, these cubicles are too narrow for a man 
to lie stretched out and not high enough for him to sit upright. 
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There la no question of having enough space to stand upright. In 
Lrds vsy =:tts /.CO to ::00 people are accommodated in ono house or 
"block," as they are also called. 

The present camp of 3HJOIAU covers an area of some 1,600 by 
500 ratters which is surrounded - similar to iXBCKSHZ - by a so- 
called snail or inner chain of sentry ports, Work la now 
proceeding on a still larger compound which is to be added 
later on to the already existing canp. The purpose of this 
extensive planning is not known to us. 

flELthin a radius of 2 kilometers, as with AUBCl^ITZ, 
EIRO'UU i* also sax rounded by an outer chain of sentry posts 
with the same type of watch system as at AUSCHttTZ. 

The buildings we found on our arrival had been erected by 
12 , COO iucsian priccnars of war brought there in December, 19il. 
In, severe winter weather they had to work under inhuman condi- 
tions as a result of which most of then, with the exception of 
a snail number employed in the idtchen, died of exposure. They 
were numbered from 1 tx? 13,000 in a series which had no connec- 
tion with the ordinary camp irumberir^ system previously described, 
'Whenever fresh convoys of [inssian prisoners arrived, they were not 
issued the current AUSCHWTIi prisoner numbers, but received those 
of deceased Russians in the 1 to 12,000 series. It is, therefore, 
difficult to estimate how nany prisoners of this category passed 
through the canp. Apparently Russians were transferred to 
AUSCIF-TTZ or flltfKKIAu" on disciplinary grounds from regular 
prlnOttfir Of wr camps. Ifc found ijhat remained of the Russians 
in a terrible state of destitution and neglect living S» the 
unfinished balding without the slightest protection against cold 
or rain. They di»d "en stsse-'* I-Iuncreds and thousands of their 
bodies were buried superficially, spreading a stench of pestilence. 
Later -we had to exnunc and bum tha corpses. 

A week before our arrival, in AUSCHWITZ the first growc of 
Jews reached the campr (the woncn were dealt with separately and 
received lumbers parallel to those of the nenj the Slovak ttcooti 
received serial numbers fron 1 to 3,000) 1,320 naturalised French 
Jews fron Paris. They were numbered fron 27,500 onwards. It is 
clear, the refers, that between this Trench group and our convoy 
no other men arrived in AUSCHWITZ, since we have already pointed 
out that on mob*** started with 20,600. v; e found the TOO French 
Jmre who were still alive in terrible condition, the missing &O0 
having died nithin a week after their arrival. 



The following categories were housed in the three completed 
buildings: 
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1. The co-cnlled " prominencies professional crimi rials 
and older relish politic prisoners who were in charge of UW 
administration of the caaip. 

II. Tho reminder of the French Jens, namely some 700. 

HI. The 6/J original Slovak Jews to whom wore added a few 
days later tho^e who hud been left at ZYiaHEDN. 

IV Those fcmsianfl who were still aliv* and housed in the 
unfinished builcdng as well as * the open air and ^"J™*" 
.Lpinisted bo rapioly that as a group they are scarcely Wth 
mentioning. 

Together with the regaining fiusaian prisoners the 
Jews worked at the construction of buil^ngfi, whereas the French 
& had to oo spade work. Aftor three days I was ordered, to- 
iZlr tit Too otl*r Slovak Jews, to work in the Oe^an ar^t 
f^t^ries at hUSGEMITZ, hut we continued to be housed in BIHKeJAU • 
mSSk *X to^S coming returning at rrftft and £ *• 

cLpentry shop as well as on road construction. Our food con- 

3 nl litre of turnip Soap at rainday and 300 [jrams of bad 
Safin" iff evening^ Sing coitions «er« in cnncei vably^ard, 
so that the majority of us, weened by starvation ano" *JT 
eoible food, could not stand it- the mortality *as so high that 
every day our S>U P of 200 had 30 to 35 dead Many were simply 
beaSn 5 death by the overseers - the 'tapoa" - earing work, 
3SSt the sliest provocation The gaps 1^ - ^ - ^ 
5 these deaths were replaced daily by prisoners f™ BlttENAU. 
Our return at night was extremely painful and dangerous, as we 
had to drag over a distance of 5 kilometers our tools, fire 

SSfi hea4 caldrons, and the bodies of those who had Jwd »r J.d 
been killed during the working day. With these heavy loads we 
were forced to maintain a brisk pace, and anyone ^cuxring the 
displeasure of one of the "Capos" was cruelly knocked down, if 
not beaten to death. Until the arrival of the second group of 
Slovak pen some U days later, our orlg^al 

to 150, At night we were counted, the bodies of the dead were 
piled up on flat, narrow-gauge cars or in a truck and brought to 
live Birch forest (Hl^SK*) where they were burned in a trench 
several meters deep and about 15 meters long, bvery day on our 
way to work we a working party of 300 ewish 
Slovakia who were employed on ground work in the vxclnity. They 
were dressed in old fouUn uniform rags and wore wooden clogs. 
Their head* were shaven and, unfortunately, we could not speak 
to than. 
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Until the rdddle of m, W, * total ■* four ™»WS ° f 
raalc Jews from Slovakia arrived at BXHKEHAU and all received 
gicdlar treatment to ours* 

Fron the first and second transports 120 men were dioccn 
(inciting ar.d Pl^ed at the disposal of the ac*lnis.ti 

tion of the canp of AU5CI0XTZ, which toe hi need of doctors, 
dentists, intellectuals, and clerks. Tills croup consisted ol 
90 Slovak and 30 trench Jews. As I Had in tnc meantime nanagod 
-o work cj- way up to a good position in BXRJ&HAU - being In 
coBciand of a group of 50 men, which had brought rce c onsidc rahlc 
advantage - I at first felt reluctant to leave for AUSCHWITZ, 
rowever" I was finally persuaded to e° and left. After eight 
cays IS doc to rs and attendants as well as threes iurther persons 
™ selected Iron this group of 120 intellectuals. The doctors 
were used in the "sick building " or "hospital" at AUStlWIiZ, 
while M three were sent back to BLHKQJAU. Ifc- two comrades, 
ladislav Braun Iron Tmava and Gross fron Vrbove (r), both of 
whom haw since died, were sent to the Slovak block while 1 was 
ordered to the French section where we were enployod at collect- 
ing "personal data" and at "nursing -he sick." The remaining 
99 persons were sent to work in the g ravel pit where they all 
died -within a short time. 

Shortly thereafter a so-called "sick-building" {Krankenbau) 
was set up. It was destined to be cock the ruch d leaded "Hiock 7" 
where at first I was cMef attendant and later administrator. 
The chief of this H infirmary" -was a Pole. Actually this building 
-was nothing else than an assembly centre for death candidates. 
All prisoners incapable of working litre sent there. There was no 
question of any medical attention or care. tie had sons 150 dead 
daily and their bodies were sent for cremation to AUSvhWZ. 

At the sane time the so-called "selections" were introduced* 
MM weekly, Mondays and Thursdays, the camp doctor indicated 
the number of prisoners who were to be gassed and then burnec. 
These "selectees" wore loaded into trucks and brought to „he 
Birch Forest. Those still alive upon arrival were gassed in 
a big barrack erected near the trench used for burning the 
bodies. The Tieol^ "draft" in dead fro in "HLock 7" was about 
2 000 of i&an 1,^00 died of "natural death" and about 800 
through 'i selection." For those who had not been "selected'* 
a death certificate was issued and sent to the central adMnis- 
tration at OISAHIEHBUJC, whereas for the "selectees" a special 
register was kept with tho indication "3*3." (" Sender behandelt" - 
special treatnent). Until January 15, 1943, up to which tino 
I was adninist later of "alack 7 h and therefore in a position to 
directly observe happenings , soee 50,000 prisoners died of 
"natural death" or by "selection-." 
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to prsYlouely described, the prisoner* wars n unbared con- 
secutively bo that we are able to reconstruct fairly clearly 
their order of succession and the fate which befell each 
separate convoy on arrival* v 

The first male Jewish transport reaching JtU&CH'itf Tfc for 
BIlkKE^AU Ties corn po cod, as mentioned, of 1,320 naturalised 
French Jews bearing approximately the following numbers* 

27.400 - 28,600 

20,600 - 29,600 In Jipril, 1942 the first convoy of 
Slovak Jews (our convoy ). 

2O.c0O-29 ( ?0Q 100 men (Aryans) from various concsntre- 
tion 



29 j 700 - 32,700 3 complete convoys of Slovak Jews. 

32,700 - 33,100 400 professional criminals (Aryans) from 
Warsaw prisons. 

33,100 -35,000 1,900 Jews from Cracow. 

35,000 - 36,000 1,000 roles (Aryane; - political prisoners. 

36,000 - 37,300 In Huy, 1942- - 1,300 Slovak Jews from 
UU BH.N-UAJ : . j , L . 

37,300 - 37,900 600 Poles (Aryans) from BADCU, amongst 
them a few Jews. 

37,000 - 38,000 100 roles from the cone titration camp of 
DACHAU. 



t 8,000 - 38,400 £00 French naturalised Jewe who arrived 
with their families. 

this whole convoy consisted of about 1,600 individuals of 
whom approximately 200 girls and 400 men were sdciitted to the 
canpj while the remaining 1,000 persons f women, old people, 
children as well as men) were sert without further procedure 
from the railroad siding directly to the Birch Forest, and ther^ 
gassed and burned. From this moment on all Jewish convoys were 
dealt with in the same msnr.ar. Approximately 10 percent cf the 
nen and 5 percent of the women were allotted to the caapa and 
the remaining memhers ware immediately gassed. This process of 
extermination had already been applied earlier to the Polish Jews, 
luring long months, without interruption, trucks brought thousands 
of Jens from the various "ghettos" direct to the pit in the 
"Blrkenwald.- 



3B,40O - 39,200 
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ECO naturalized French Jews, the remainder 
of the convoy was - aa previously deacriW 
gaeaed , 



39,200 - 40,000 800 poles (Aryans), political prisoners, 

^0,C0O - 40,150 150 Slovak Jfiwe with their f rallies. 

Outaide of a group of 50 glrle sent 
to the woman's camp, all other members 
were gecaod in the Birch Forest* Among 
the 150 men who came to camp there were 
a certain Bucker (Christian must) unknown) 
and Sonnenflchein, TO. 11 air., birth from 
Eastern Slovakia. 



40,150 - 43*800 



Approximately 4,000 French naturalized Jews, 
almoat all intellectuals; 1,000 nttien were 
oirectee to tha women' a camp, mhilfc thfl 
balance of about 3,000 persons were gaaecd 
In the usual manner. 

43,800 - 44,700 400 Slovak Jews from UMIXV, including 

UateJ Klein end No. A3&&> Iteiloch Lanfer 
from intern Slovakia, This convoy 
arrived on Jung 3C. 1942. 



44,300 - 45,000 



45,000 - 47,000 



47,000 
47,500 



200 Slovak Jews. The convoy consist eo of 
1,C00 persons. A number of women were sent 
to the women's camp, the refit gassed in the 
Birch Wood. Among the prisoners Eent to 
camp were* Josef Jdelnanovic, Enina - 
Adolf Kahan, Bratislava - Walter hei chniarn, 
Gucany - Esther Kshan, Bratislava. 

2,000 Frenchmen (Aryans), conamunists and 
other political prisoners, among whom were 
the brother of There* and the young brother 
of Leon Blum. The latter was atrociously 
tortured, then gas^'id and burned. 

47 ,500 500 Jena from Holltnd, in the tr.ajorlty 

German erdgrants. The rest of the convoy, 
about 3,500 peraons, gnsflcd. 

47,800 About 300 so-called Ruesitir.s undw pro- 
tective custody. 



48,300 - 48,620 



49,000 - 64,800 
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320 Jews from Slovakia . About 70 girls were 
transferred to the women' b snap, the remainder, 
some 650 people, gassed in the Birch Wood, This 
convoy included about 80 people who had been 
handed over by the Hungarian police to the camp 
of SEItKD. Others from this convoy werei 
Er. Zoltan Mart del (since deceased) - Hols 
(Christian name unknown), butcher from Plestany, 
Viklos En gel, ZUina - Chaim Katz, Snina, (his 
wife and 6 children were gassed). 

15,000 naturalised French, Belgian, and Dutch 
Jews. This figure certs ir.ly represents less 
than 10 percent of the total convoy. This was 
between July 1 and S eptember IS. 1945. Large 
family convoys arrived from various European 
countries and were at once directed to the 
Birch Wood, Hie special squad ("SQnderkommando w ) 
employed for gassing and burning worked In day and 
night shifts. Hundreds of thousands of Jews wore 
gscised during this period, 

200 Slovak Jews. Out of this transport about 100 
women were admitted to the camp, the rest of than 
gassed and burned. Among the newly arrived worei 
Ludwig Katz, Zilina - Avri Burger, Bratislava - 
Poprad (wife dead) - Uikulas Steinor, Povazska 
Bystrica - Jura J Fried, Trencin - Buehwald - 
Josef fiosenwasser, Eastern Slovakia - Julius 
Neuman, Bardejov - Sender Vfertheimer, Vrbove - 
Misi Werthaimer, Vrbove - Bela Bleu, Zilina. 

6* 000 - 63,000 Naturalized French, Belgian, and Dutch Jews. 

Not more them 1,000 women were "selected" and 
sent to the camp. The others, at the lowest 
estimate 30,000, were gassed. 



64,200 - 65,000 



71,000 - 80,000 



Naturalized French, Belgian, and Dutch Jews. 
The prisoners brought to the canp hardly 
represent 10 percent of the total transport. 
A conservative estimate would be that 
approximately 65, 000 to 70, 000 persons were 
gassed. 
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On ifccember 17, 1942, the 300 young Slovak Jews, tho an- 
nulled "special aquad" employ od in (jiositir; and burning the 
OMideonod, wofft In turn executed at BJTUti!HA(J» Thoy worn 
executed for having plaruiod nutiny Jld .;uea;>'!. A Jew 
Wtnr/ed 'Jielr preparaVLGnS. This frightful job hod ta b* 
t-.afcoa ovur by a sroup of 200 Polieh Jews who had Just ar- 
: ••••• j:. =anp irsr. jA.L0il. 

The men belonging tD tho "spot-ia! aquaa* llvcM 
oop-iratsly. On account of tho dreadful snell spread by 
then, proplo ha" bat little contact with thou, Boaldos 
tbny were always filthy, Jostituts, half did and ertraordA- 
nari-y brutal and ruthless, it was not uncomon to see quo 
of than kill another. This wan considered by tho others 
1: sensation, a change. One airily recorded that manbof 
■3 0-*and-so had died. 

Once I wac an oya-wttnaas when a ycusnf: Polish Jew naned 
JogdsI UcnStctmteii "scientific" nurder on a Jen in the 
orisence of an SS simrd. Ho used no weapon, raeroly his bars 
hands, to kill his Vic tin. 

||o. 90,000 narks tl* bejlnnim: of the systonatic cxtcrni- 
n-.tion Of tho Polish shot t as. 

BO 000 - S5.CC0 Approadnatfiy 5, COO Jotta iron vaiicsia ghettos 

in 1C.JOI - LiAX.au - LiCiiLSO.J - LCJ.ffiA - GJtiUHO 

HIALCCJTOK. 

tor fully 30 doya t l-ucic-cenvqys arrived 
tdthcut interruption. Only 5,000 porsone 
mm sent to the concentration oa-yi; all 
the othors ware gassed at once. The 
"special o^md* vorfced in two S hilts, 
2it hours ilaily and was scarcely able to 
copo with the ^assinc ami burning. Without 
exaggerating it my be said that out of 
these convoys con 30,000 to ; 0,000 reived 
"special trcataont, 1 ' These transports also 
brought ir> a considerable artount of aoney, 
valuables, ami pretdeus stos.is. 

115,000 - 92,000 6,000 Jaws frcn C:O3N0, "J/^OSTOK and O^ACOff 
a* well as 1,000 Aryan Polos. The majority 
of the Jewish convoys were 'directly tfasoed 
and doily about 4, COO joirs word .jrivtm into 
the gas ehanbers. 
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waiting room on ths floor below. From thero a flW* *£• f5W 
steps lead down into the very long and ™ r ™ Eff .jf 1 "™ * 
r-,e rails of this chambor org also camouflaged with simulated 
entries to a^r room, In order to mislead the victims. The 
™of is fitted with three traps which can be heimeUcallj- 
Sosed from the outside, A track leads fron the gas d^ber 
SJSde the furnace room. The gassing takes place as follow: 
the unfortunate victims are brought into hall (B) where they 
are told to undress. To complete the fiction that they are 
"Oinr- to bathe, each person receives a towel and a small piece 
of soap issued by tiro nan clad in white coats. Than they are 
crowded into the gas chamber (C) in such numbers that 
is of course, only standing room. TO compress this crowd onto 
the narrow space, shots are often fired to induce those already 
at tiw far end to huddla still closer together. Y.nen everybody 
is inside, the heavy doors are closed. Then there is a short 
pause, presumably to allow the room temperature to nss to 
^certain level, after which SS man with gas masks cUfflb on 
the roof, open the traps, and shake down a preparation in 
Pcwdc^for^out of tlToana labelled "CYKLOJP "For use against 
Terrain, « which is manufactured by a Hamburg concern. It is 
•Drosumad that this is a "ciANI^* mixture of some sort whach 
turns into gas at a certain tempore ture. After three minutes 
everyone i:« tho chafer is dead* No one Is known to have 
survived this ordeal, although It uas not uncommon to discover 
eigne of life after tho primitive measures gmployod in tiie 
Birch Wood. The chaitbor ia then opened* aired, and the 
"special squad" carts the bodies on flat trucka to the 
furnace rooms whore the burning takes place. Crematoria III 
and 37 work on nearly the same principle, but their capacity 
Is only half as large. Thus the total capacity of the four 
cremating and gassing plants at BUtKBNAU amounts to about 
6,000 daily. 

On principle only Jews aro gassed; Aryan a very seldom, as 
they are usually given "special treatment" by shooting. Before 
the crematoria wero put Into service* the footing took place 
in the Birch Wood and the bodies were burned In the long trench, 
later, however, executions took place in the lor^o hall of one 
of tho crematoria which has been provided with a special instal- 
lation for this purpose. 

Prominent guests from BERLIN were present at the inauguration 
of the first crematorium in March, 1943* The "program" consisted 
of the gas sin* and burning of 3,000 Cracow Jews. The guests, both 
officers and civilians, were extremely satisfied with ine results 
and the special peephole fitted into the door of the gas chamber 
was in constant use. They were lavish in their praise of thia 
newly erected Installation. 
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109,000 - 119,000 At the beginning of Warch, 1943, 45,000 Jew 
arrived from Snljnntki. 10,000 of them came 
to the camp, including a Email percentage 
of the woman; acme 30,000 however went 
straight to the crtmating establishment. 
Of the 10,000 nearly all died a short time 
later from a contagious illness resembling 
malaria. They alio died, of typhus due to 
the general conditions prevailing in the 
camp* 

Valeria among the Jens and typhus took such toll among the 
prisoners in general that the "selections" were taupe rarily 
suspended . The contaminated Greek Jews were ordered to present 
themselves and in spite of our repeated warnings many of them 
did. They were all killed by intracardlal phenol injections 
administered by a lance-corporal of the medical corps. 

Out of the 10,000 Greek Jews, some 1,000 men remained alive 
and were later sent, together with 500 other Jews, to do 
fortification work in Warsaw, A few weeks later several hundred 
cane back in a pitiful state and were immediately gassed. The 
remainder presumably died In Warsaw. Four hundred Greek Jews 
fluf faring from malaria ware sent for "further treatment* to 
LUBLIN after the phenol injections had been stopped, and it 
appears that they actually arrived. Their fata la not known to 
us, but it can bs takai for granted that out of the original 
number of 10,000 Jews not one eventually remained in the camp. 

Simultaneously with the stopping of the "selections" the 
murdering of prisoners was forbidden. Prominent murderers such 
as; the Belch German professional criminals Alexander Neumann, 
Eimmer, albert Haemmerle, tfcidi Osteringerj £udi Hechert, and 
the political prison ere Alfred £ien and Alois Stahler, were 
pwished for repeated murder and had to make written declaration 
that they had killed so and so many prisoners. 

At the beginning of 19 A3 tho political section of 
AUSCHWITZ received 500,000 discharge certificates and we thought 
with ill-concealed Joy, that at least a few of us would, bs 
liberated. But the forma ware simply filled nut with the names 
of those gassed and filed away in the archives, 

119,000 - 120,000 1,000 Poles (Aryans) from the PAWIAK 
penitentiary in Warsaw. 

130,000 - 123,000 3,000 Greek Jews, part o£ *ik)ii were sent to 
replace their comrades in Warsaw. The 
remainder quickly died off. 
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153,000 - 124,000 1,000 Poles (Aryans) iron HAKIM and 
TAHKOW. 

124,000 - 126,000 2,000 from mixed Aryan convoys. 



In the meantime , ceaseless convoys of Polish and a few French 
and Belgian Jews arrived and, without exception, wore dispatched 
to tine gas chambers. Amenc then was a transport of 1,000 Polish 
Jews from i&JCANEK which included throe Slovaks, one of whom was 
a certain Spira from Stropkow or Vranor, 

the How of convoys abruptly ceased at the end of July, 1943 
and there was a short breathing space. The crematoria wore thor- 
oughly cleaned, the installations repaired and prepared lor 
further use. On August 3 the killing machine again went into 
operation, the first convoys cons in ted of Jews from E0IZ3UHG 
and SOSilOVilTZ and others followed during the utoole month of 
August. 

132,000 - 136,000 Only 4,000 men and a very small number 

of wonen were brought to the camp. Over 
35,COO were gassed. Of the aforementioned 
4,000 nEn, many died as a result of bad 
treatment, hunser or illness $ some were 
oran murdered. The main responsibility 
for these tragedies lies with .the criminal 
TTN (a Reich German) froa the concentration 
camp of SACHSHIlJAlIsai and the Polish political 
prisoner No. 8516, JHocsislav KATKRZIHSKI, 
f rorc VTarsaw. 



The "selections" were introduced again and 
this time to a murder ous extent, especially 
in the women f s camp. The camp doctor, 
an SS " fiauptctumHihi e r" and the son or 
neptlew of the police president of Berlin 
(we forget his nemo) outdid all the others 
in brutality. The selection system has 
been continued ever since, until our escape. 

137,000 - 130,000 At the end of August 1,000 Poles came from 
the PAVJIAK prison and 60 Jews from Greece. 

133,000-141,000 3,000 men from varices Aryan transports. 

142,000 - 145,000 At the beginning of September, 1943, 3,000 
Jews arrived from Polish working camps and 
!tusslan prisoners of war. 
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143,000 - 152,000 During the week following September 7, 
1943 family trans ports of Jews arrived 
from TtiELtESIEJISTATJI . They enjoyed quite 
an exceptional status which was In com- 
prehensible to us. The families were 
not separated and not a single one of 
then received the customary and "nomal" 
gas treatment , Their heade were not even 
shaven, thoy were able to keep their 
lagE*i(je, and were lodged in a separata 
act ion of the canp, men, women and 
children together* The nan were not 
forced to work and a school was even 
set sip for the children under the 
direction of Fredy 1ERSCH (iiakabi, 
Prague). They wore alloyed to corre- 
spond freely. The worst they had to 
undergo waa nistrcatraent at the hands 
of their w canp eldest," a certain pro- 
fessional crininal hy the nane of 
Arno sSlM, prisoner I Jo* 8* Our 
astonishment increased when we learned 
of the official indication given to 
this special transport} 

"S3 11 - transport of Osech Jews with 
six months 1 quarantine - 

ITe very -well knevr what "SB™ raeant 
("Sonderbchandlung''), but could not 
understand the long period of six months > 
quarantine and the generally clement 
treatment this group received. The 
longest quarantine period wo had wit- 
nessed jto far vac only three weeks. 
Towards the end of the six nonthfl 1 period, 
however, becaae convinced that the fate 
of these Jews -would be the sane as that of 
most of tho others - the gas elbanber. We 
tried to got in touch with the loader of 
this group and explain their lot and what 
they fud to expect. Sore of then declared 
(especially Fratiy HIHSCli who seemed to enjoy 
the full confidence or his companions) that 
if our fears took shape they would organise 
resistance. Thus, sone of then hoped to 
instigate a general revolt in tho carp. On 
March 6, 19 4i* we hoard that the ercnatoria 
were being prepared to receive the Czech Jaws. 



- 20 - 

I hastened to inform Fredy [ElSCl! and 
begged him to take immediate action as 
they had nothing to lose. Ito replied 
that he recognised his duty. Before 
nightfall I again crept over to the 
Czech canp where I learned that 
Fredy HJHSCi! ttob dying; he had poi- 
soned hinself with IxidJiol. The next 
day, torch 7, 1944, ho iris taken, un- 
conscious, alone nith hie 3,791 comrades 
v^-.e had arrived at HtRKEHAU on September 7, 
1943 on trucks , to the crematoria and 
gassed. The young people went to their 
death singing, tout to our great disap- 
pointment nobody revolted. Some 500 
elderly people had died during quarantine. 
Of all these Jews only 11 twins were left 
alive. They are being subjected to various 
medical tests at AUSCHVttTZ, and when we left 
SEHKHIaU they were still alive, Anionc; the 
gassed was Rozsi FUKST, from SMED. A week 
before the gassing, that is to say on 
March 1, 1944, everyone in the Csech group 
in the canp had been asked to inform his 
relatives about his well being. The letters 
had to be dated March 23 to 25, 1944 and 
they were requested to ask for food parcels. 

153,000 - 154,000 1,000 Polish Aryans from the PAVXAK 
penitentiaiy. 

155,000 - 159,000 During October and November, 1943, 4,000 
persons from various prisons and smaller 
transports of Jews fraa EENZHUHG and vicin- 
ity, who had been driven out of their hiding 
places: also a group of Russians under pro- 
tective custody from the hlHSK and VITEBSK 
regions. Some more Russian prisoners of war 
arrived and, as stated, they as usual received 
numbers between 1 and 12,000. 

160,000 - 165,000 In December, 1943, 5,000 men originating from 
Dutch, French, Belgian transports and, for the 
first time, Italian Jews from HUKE, TRIESTE 
and ROJdE. Of these at least 30,000 were immedi- 
ately gassed. The mortality among these Jews 
was very high and, in addition, the "selection" 
system was still decimating all ranks . The 
bestiality of the whole procedure reached its 
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culnatinc p>int between January' 10 and 2i, 1944 
when ever, "-mng and healthy persons irrespective 
of prof ens io-n or working classification - with 
the exception of doctors - were ruthlessly 
"cole cted . " 

LV&ry single prisoner was called up, a strict 
control was established to see that 411 wore 
present, and the "selection" proceeded under 
the supervision of the s ame camp doctor (son 
or nephew of the Police President of Berlin) 
and of the Coirrtfndant of HERKHMA", S3 
"Untaratumfuhrer" SCIfflftitZHUHER* The 
"infirmary" had in the noontime been trans- 
ferrer! from "mock 7 n to a separate section 
of the can? where conditions had become quite 
bearable. Its inmates, nevertheless, were 
gassed to the last nan. Apart from this group, 
this general action coat some 2,500 raen and 
over 6,000 women their lives. 

165,000 - 16(3,000 On Decanter 20, 1943 a farther group of 3,000 
Jews arrived from TIEEtESISNSTAUr. The convoy 
was listed under the sane cat c gory as the one 
which had reached the eanp on September 7, 
i.e. "SB" - transport, Czech Jews with six 
months' quarantine.'* On their arrival, men, 
women and children all joined the September 
group. They enjoyed the sane privileges as 
their predecessors. Twenty-four hours before 
the gassing of the first group took place, 
the latest arrivals wore separated from the 
rest and placed in another part of the camp 
where they ctill are at present. Their 
quarantine ends on June 20, 1944.. 

169,000 - 170,000 1,000 people in small Groups, Jews, Poles, 
and Russians under protective custody. 

170,000 - 171,000 1,000 Poles and Russians and a number of 
Yugoslavs . 

171,000 - 174,000 At the end of February and beginning of March, 
3,000 Jews fro ci Holland, Sol glum, and for the 
first time long "established French Jews (not 
naturalized) . from VICHY, in France. The 
greater part of this transport wag gassed 
immediately upon arrival. 
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Small groups of BE1JZ3JHD3H and SGSHQViITZER Jews, who had been 
dragged from hiding, arrived in the middle of March* One of then 
told me that many Polish Jews were crossing over to Slovakia and 
from there to Hungary and that the Slovak Jews helped then on 
their way through. 

After the gassing of the THE11ESIENSTADT transport there were 
no further arrivals until March 15, 1944. The effective strong th 
of the carp rapidly diminished and men of later incoming trans- 
ports, especially Dutch Jews, were directed to the camp. When we 
left on April 7, 19M we heard that large convoys of Greek Jews 
were expected. 

The camp of lilRKEIiAU consists of three buildinc areas. At 
present only sections I and II are guarded by the inner chain of 
sentry posts, whereas section IH is still under construction and 
uninhabited. At the time of our departure from the camp (the be- 
ginning of April, 1944), the following categories of prisoners 
were in HTRKENAU: 



Section I {Women's concentration camp) 



Slov. Jews Other Jews Aryans Jtoraarka 



la and ih app. 300 app. 7,000 app. 6,000 in addition to 

the 300 Slovak 
Jewish girls, 
app. 100 are 

employed in 
the administra- 
tion building 
of AUSCIJhITZ. 



-24- 

{7? onion's Concentration Camp) 



Slov. Jem Other Jews Aryans Remarks 



Ila 



Quaran- 
tine camp 



app. 200 



lib Jews from 

OTADT 

lie At present 
uninhabited 

lid rt StammLagar" 
lie Gypsy camp 



50 



" 3,500 



4,000 



app. 300 One of tiie two 
Slovak J(wa ia 
Dr* Andreas 
WUHSfl from 
Podolinec 
(black eldest). 



- With a air. months 1 
quaranti™ . 



6,000 
4,500 



Ilf Lafiraary 



1,000 



ti 



This is the 
sai rider of some 
16,000 gypsies. 
They are not uaed 
for -work and die 
off rapidly* 



500 The sii Slovak 
Jews are all em- 
ployees of the 
building, namely: 



No* 36,332 Walter SPrfZER, block eldest from NEU50VA, 

came to LUBLIN from BIHKBNAU. 
* 29,367 Joaef HEUUANN, ("overseer" of the "corpse cretf') 

from SNIHA, 

ii U,939 Josef 2ELMANCWIC, "staff from 3 NINA. 

Cham KATS, "staff* 1 from SNINA. 
u 30,049 Ludwig S0IMANN, "clerk" from mfWH*. 
" 32,407 Ludsdg EISENSTADTElt, tattoolst from KREUPACHY. 



a mi 
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The internal adminietration of the camp of BIIiKKNAU is run 
by specially selected prisoners. The "blocks" are not inhabited 
according to nationalities but rather according to working cate- 
gories. Each block Is supervised by a staff of five, i.e.* 
a block eldest, a block recorder, a male nurse, and two attendants. 

Ih« block eldest 

He wears an arm band with the number of hie black* and is 
responsible for order there. He hue power over life and death. 
Until February, 1944 nearly 50 percent of the block eldests were 
Jews but this was stopped by order of BERLIN. They all had to 
resign with the exception of three Jews who, in spite of this 
order, were able to keep their posts. 

The block recorder 

He is the block eldest's right hand, doss all the clerical 
work, keeping the index cards and records. His work la of greet 
responsibility and he has to keep hie ledgers with painful exact- 
itude as the index cards only indicate the number and not the 
name of the prisoners j errors are fatal. For instance, if the 
recorder has noted down a death by mistake - and tola often 
occurs with the unusually high mortality - the discrepancy is 
simply straightened out by killing the bearer of the correspond- 
ing number. Corrections are not admitted. The block recorder 
occupies a key post which is often misused, 

Nursinfi and "room" duties 

They consist in keeping the inside of the barracks clean and 
carrying out small manual jobs in and around the block. Of course 
there is no question of really taking care of the sick. 

The camp eldest supervises the whole camp; he is also 
a prisoner. This post is at present held byi 

Franz. No. 11,182, a political prisoner, from 

KONIGShttTTE, Upper Silesia. He is undisputed master of the whole 
camp and has power to nominate or dismiss block eldest b and block- 
recorders, hand out jobs, etc* 

Further we have a * chief recorder" whose position is undoubted- 
ly one of the most powerful in the camp. He is in direct con tact 
with camp headquarters, receiving their orders and reporting on all 
matters. All camp recorders are directly subordinated to him and 
have to submit all their reports to him. The chief recorder cf 
JHHtbMAU isi 
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KaaiJirij QORKj No. 31,029, a Pole from TlARSATf, a former bank 
cleric. 

The supreme control over the blocks Ilea in the hands of 
sLsc to eight "block leadars," all SS man. Every night they hold 
roll call, the result of which is communicated toi 

The Gump Leader, "Untereturmfilhrer" SCHftAKZHUBSl, from the 
Tyrol. This individual ia an alcoholic and a sadist. Qvsr him 
is the camp commander -nho also controls AUSCHfftT3 where there 
is a second subordinate camp leader. The cam? cGittmandar 1 s name 
isf HQE5S. 

Tho Chief of a work squad or group ifl called the '•Capo." 

During work the "Capo* has full authority over his group of 
prisoners and not infrequently one of these w Capos ir kills a man 
working under him* In larger squads there may he several "Capos 1 " 
tfho are then under the orders of a M Capo-in-chief . M At first 
there ware many Jewish "Capos," but an order from BERLIN pro- 
hibited their being employed. 

supreme control over work is carried out by German 
specialists. 



On June 14* 1942 we left NCTJAKT, passed through ZlUNJk and 
arrived at ZWARDON toward 5 o f clock in the evening. V,'e ware 
assembled, counted, and SS man took over our convoy. One of these 
guards voiced his surprise at the fact ttq had made the journey 
without water by shouting: "Those Slovak barbarians, give them 
no water t" The Journey continued and wo reached IliBLBJ two days 
later. Here the following order was issued: "Those fit for work 
aged between 15 and 50 are to leave the cars. Children and old 
people remain. * Vie struggled out of the freight ear and dis- 
covered that the station was surrounded by Lithuanians in SS 
uniforms, all armed with automatic pistols. The cars containing 
tho children and old people were immediately closed and tho train 
moved on. Vie do not know where they went and what happened to 
them. 

The 55 troop leader in command informed us that we had a long 
way ahead of us, but that whoever wanted to take his luggage with 
him could do so. Those who preferred to put it on a truck would 
certainly receive it later. So some of ua dragged along our 
luggage, whereas others loaded it on the truck. 
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Boli-iiid the ttwn :Jtood a clothing factory called the 
"BekleldungBwerke." In the courted waiting for their noon 
meal soma 1 COO prisoners in dirty striped clothing, obviously 
J«B, wore 11 nod up and tha sight of them was none too encour- 
&-l-.f, Arriving on a snail hill if a suddenly sighted the vast 
barrack crop of UAJDAJEK surrounded by a ^-meter-high barbed- 
vdro fence. No sooner had we gone through the entrance ga„o 
than I not a prisoner Trtio warned me that, all our peraonal 
belongings rfould bo taken away* Around us stood Slovak Jews 
in a wretched condition, their heads shaven, in dirty prison 
clothes and wooden clogs or simply bare-footed, many of than 
having swollen feet. Thay hegped us for food and we cave them 
T'hat we could spare, knowing very troll that everything Tjould be 
confiscated anyway. Vie ?.'cre than conducted to the stock room 
idiere we had to leave everything we possessed. At double time 
we were herded into another barrack irhere t.e had to undies 3, 
were shaved, and rjiven a shower. After tliis we were issued 
convict outfits t wooden clogs and caps* 

I was assigned to "working section Ho. 2" aa the whole 
curp was divided into three such sections separated toy wire 
fe'icee* Section Mo. 2 was occupied by a number of Slovak 
and Czech Jews. For two full days we were taught how to re- 
move and put on our caps -when we met a German* Then in the 
pouring rain we practiced roll calling for hours. 

The barrack accommodations were quite original to say the 
least. Three long tables (nearly as long as the barrack itself) 
had beeh placed one on top of the other. Thesa comprised our 
"bunks" U floors of than, that is ground floor plus the throe 
tables). A snail passage was kept open alone the walls. 

Our food consisted of a fairly thick "soup" early in the 
mnrning which had to be oaten with the hands. Vj'O got the same 
soup again at lunch. The evening nieal consisted Of a brew called 
Ll tea," 300 grams of bad bread and some 20 to 30 grams of marmalade 
or artificial fat of the worst quality. 

Groat importance was attributed during the first few days to 
tha Iteming of the "camp song." For hours we stood singing: 

Fran the whole of Europe tame 
We Jaws to Lublin 
Much work has to bo done 
And this is the beginning. 

To manage this duty 
Forget all about the past 
For in fulfillcent of duty 
There is community* 
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Therefore on to work with vigour 
Let everyone play his part 
Together we went to work 

Not all will understand 
Vfhy -wo stand here in rows 
Those moat Tie soon force 
To understand its meaning ■ 

Modern times must teach us 

Teach us ell along 

That it is to work 

And only to work we belong* 

Therefore on to work with vigour 
Let everyone play his pert 
Together we want to work 
At the same pace and rhythm, 

(Thia is a literal translation of the song) . 

Working section No. I was occupied by Slovak Jews 

11 ■ " II 11 ■ « Slovak and caoch Jews 

» « « III « 1 M Partisans 

11 ■ TV & V was being built by the Jews of Sectors 

I & U 

The Partisans in section IU wars locked up in their barracks 
without having to work and their food was thrown at them as if 
they had been dogs. They died in great numbers in their over- 
crowded barracks and were shot at the slightest excuse by the 
guards who did not dare venture too near then. 

The "Capon 11 were Reich Germans and Czechs; whereas the 
Germans wore brutal, the Czechs helped wherever they could, 
Tho camp oldest was a gypsy from HOLIC by the name of GALBAVY. 
His adjutant,, a Jew from SERSB called WITTIER, certainly owed 
his post to his brutal actions. Ho took full advantage of the 
porrer conferred upon him to torment the jews who, as it was, 
already had their full share of hardships* The evening roll coll 
brought us snore brutal treatment from the SS men and for hours 
we had to stand in the open after a. hard day* s work and sing the 
"camp 30ng." A Jewish orchestra leader waa forced to conduct from 
the roof of one of the barracks * This was the occasion of much 
hilarity aaong the S3 men, 
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■During these "concert parties '< the t^ran'j: -sere very een« 
croup nith bloiss ard physioi'l punishmoiit, A tragic end lef oil 
i;ibbd ECKSTEIN from SERKD who was suffering from dysentery *nd 
or.co carae & few ninutee too late for the roll call. The £roui: 
leader had him seised and dipped bo ad first Into one of the 
latrines, titan poured cold water ovor him, drew hi a revolver 
and yhot hii.u 

The are-EV'i.torium was located between working sections I and 
12 and all tije bodias were burned there. Vith an effective 
strength of 6,000 to 8,000 nun par vox-kong section, the mortal- 
ity was about 30 a day- This figure later increased five and 
sixfold. In other instance l 10 to £0 inflates were removes! from 
the sick room, brought to tbo cremator lur: and himwl, after 
ihaviiic buen put to doath in a inanner lihich I have not been able 
to find out. This crernatoriuni was electrically heated and the 
attendants -were Russians. 

nines see increased as a result of the had food and intoler- 
able living contiitiDrja, Serious stomach troubles and a soeningly 
ineurablc foot disease spread throughout the camp, Thu feet of 
the victims swjlled up tc the poi_nt -whore they could not T .valk, 
yore and :3oro of tha side warts now being taken to the cxeii&torlKm 
and when on June 26 1 1942 the number thus treated roso to 70, 
I decided to take an opportunity which was offered to tre and 
applied for a transfer to AUSCHrttTZ. 

Oil June 27 f 1942 I discarded ny prisoner' u cut fit and 
travell&d to AUSCHWITZ in civilian clothos. 

After a journey of 4B hours during Tfhi ch we wre couped up 
in freight cars without food or water, ve arrived at ACJSCJ-fclT/. 
half dead. At the entrance gate fche hues poster, '"TSotk brings 
frccidoj.i, ' greeted us- As the courtyard ™is clean and well kept, 
and tho brick built ings made a good iaprespicn after tbo dirty 
and primitive barracks of LUBLIN, we thought that the change vss 
for the best. "iYe were taken txt a cellar nnd recnivEd tea and 
bread, '.ioxt day, however, our civilian clothes were taken ancy, 
our head."- re re shaved, and our nuiabers were tattooed on otir fore- 
art. £ in the usual way- Finally, wa -were ismied a set of prisoner's 
clothes similar to those wa had worn in LUBLIN and wre enrolled 
as "political prisoners" in the concentration camp of AUSCHWITZ. 
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VVg were billeted in "Slock 17" and slept cm the floor. In 
an adjoining TCM oi ' buildings separated from our a by a bigji wall, 
the Jewish girls from Slovakia, who had been brought there in f.'arch 
and April of 1942, ware quarto red. Wo worked in the huge "Wltk* 1 
plant to which we were herded every naming about 3 a.m. At rridday 
our food cons is tod of potato or turnip soup and in the evening ire 
received some broad. Burin g work we nere terribly nis treated. As 
our working place was situated outside the large chain of sentry 
posts, it was divided into snail sectors of 10 x 10 meters, each 
guarded by an S3 man. Sheerer stopped outside these squares during 
working hours was immediately shot without warning for having 
"attempted to escape, M Often it happened that out of pure spite 
an SB man would order a prisoner to fetch some given object outside 
his square. If he followed the order, he was shot for having left 
Sis assigned place. The work was extremely hard and there were no 
rest periods, The way to and from work had to be covered at 
a brisk military trot; anyone falling out of line was shot. On 
my arrival about 3,000 people, of whom 2 t OO0 were Slovak Jews, wore 
working on this emplacement. Very few could bear the strain and 
although escape seemed hopeless , attempts were made every day. 
The result was several hangings a week. 

After a number of weeks of painful work at the "BUHA 11 plant 
a terrible typhus epidemic brake out. The weaker prisoners died in 
hundreds. An immediate quarantine was ordered and work at the 
"BUNA 1 * stopped. Those still alive were sent, at the end of July, 
19i2, to the gravel pit but there work was even still more 
strenuous. We were in auch a state of weakness that, even in 
trying to do our best, we could not satisfy the overseers, tiost 
of us got swollen feet. Due to our inability to perform the heavy 
work demanded of us our squad was accused of being laay and dis- 
orderly. Soon after a nodical commission inspected all of us; they 
carried out their Job very thoroughly. Anyone with swollen feet 
or particularly weak was separated from the rest. Although I was 
in great pain, I controlled myself and stood erect in front of the 
commission who passed me as physically fit. Out of 300 persons 
examined, 200 were found to be unfit and immediately sent to 
BtftfiJiMAU and gassed. I was then detailed for work at the flaw" 
(Deutsche Aufrustungswerke) where we had to paint skis. The pre- 
scribed minimum to be painted each day was 120, Anyone unable to 
paint this many nas thoroughly flogged in the evening. It meant 
working very hard to avoid this punishment. Another group was em- 
ployed at making cases for hand grenades. At one time 15,000 had 
been completed but it was found that they were a few centimeters 
too small. As punishment several Jews were shot for sabotage. 

Somewhere around the middle of August, 1942 all the Jewish 
Girls from Slovakia who lived next to our quarters, on tho other 
side of the wall, were transferred to BTSmfllU. 1 lad the oppor- 
tunity to talk to then and was able to see how weak and hall-starved 
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ail of them were. They ware dressed in old Eussian uniform rage 
and wore wooden clogs • Their heads were shaven dean. The same 
day t* again had to undergo a strict examination and those sus- 
pected of having typhus were removed to the Birch Wood* The 
remainder were shaved afraah, bathed, issued a new set of clothes 
and finally billeted in the barracks the girls had just left. 
Ey chance I learned that there wis an opening in the "clearance 
squad" and I handed in my application. I nae detailed to this 
task. 

This squad cons ts ted of about a hundred Jewish prisoners* 
We wore sent to a far corner of the carp, away from all our com- 
rades. Hera we found huge sheds full of knaps acks, suitcases, 
end other luggage. We had to open each piece of baggage and sort 
the contents into large cases specially prepared for each cate- 
gory of goods, l.s* combs, mirrors, sugar t canned food, chocolate, 
medicines, etc. The eases -Here then stored auay. Underwear, 
sliirts and clothes of all kinds went to a special barrack, where 
tlwy were sorted out and packed by Jewish girls. Old and worn 
clothes were addressed to the "TEXTILE FACTORY 1 ' at MEMEL, whereas 
the usuable garments were dispatched to a collecting center in 
BERLIN. Gold, money., bank notes, and precious stones had to be 
liandcd over to the pcllti cal section. Many of the so objects were,, 
ho.jever^ stolen by the S3 guards or by prisoners, A brutal and 
vile individual liio often struck the women is cora^ander of this 
scuad. lie is SS "Schcrfflhrer' 1 tfYKLEFF. 

Eirery day the girls who came to their work frorc BlKKEMAtr de- 
scribed to us the terrible conditions pre vailing there. They ware 
beaten and brutalized and their mortality was imich higher than 
among the men. Twice a week "selections 11 took place, and every 
day new girls replaced those -who had disappeared. 

During a night shift I was able to Yd t noes for the first time 
how incoming convoys were handled. The transport I saw contained 
Pblish jgws. They had reoeived no water for days and when the 
doors of the freight care wore open we nere ordered to chase 
thorn out with loud shouts. They were utterly exhausted and about 
a hundred of then had died during the journey. The living were 
lined up in rows of five. Our ^ob T!»s to remove the deadj dying, 
ord the lucffagB from the cars. The dead, and this included any- 
one unable to stand on his feet, vere piled in a heap. luggage 
and parcels were collected and stacked up. Then the railroad cars 
had to be thoroughly cleaned so that no trace of their frightful 
load v-.ae left behind. A comniiscion from the political department 
proceeded with the "selection" of approximately 10 percent of the 
ncu and 5 percent of the Tfltien and had them transferred to the 
camps. The remainder were loaded on trucks, sent to BlrtKJIKAU, 
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and gassed vihile the dead and dyine were taken directly to the 
furnaces. It often happened that snail children -were thrown alive 
into the trucks along with the dead. Parcels and lucgage were 
taken to the warehouses and sorted out in the previously described 
manner. 

Between July and September, 1942 a typhus opidenie had raged 
in AUSCHEITZ, especially in the women's camp of BUtKEKAU, Hone of 
the sick received medical attention and in the first stages of the 
epidemic a great many were killed by phenol injections, and later 
on others were gassed wholesale. Some 15 j 000 to 20,000, mostly 
Jews, died during these two months. The girls f camp suffered the 
most } as it was not fitted with sanitary installations, and the 
poor it retches were covered with lice. Every week large "selections 11 
took place and the girl 3 had to present themselves naked to the 
"selection corral t tee," regardless of weather conditions. They 
waited in deadly fear whether they would be chosen or given another 
week's grace. Suicides were frequent and were mostly comnLtted by 
throwing one's self against the high tension wires of the inner 
fence. This went on until they had dwindled to 5 percent of their 
original number. Now there are only 400 of these girls left and 
most of them have been able to secure some sort of clerical post 
in the women's camp. About 100 girls hold jobs at the staff build- 
ing in AUSCIfftrZ where they do all the clerical work connected with 
the administration of the two camps. Thanks to their knowledge of 
languages they are also used as interpreters. Others are employed 
in the main kitchen and laundry. Of late these girls have been 
able to dress themselves quite well aa they have had opportunities 
to complete their wardrobes which, in some cases, even include 
silk stockings. Generally speaking they are reasonably well off 
and are even allowed to let their hair grow. Of course this cannot 
be said of the other Jewish inmates of the women's camp. It just 
so happens that these Slovak Jewish girls have been in the camp the 
longest of all. But if today they enjoy certain privileges, they 
have previously undergone frightful sufferings. 

I was not to hold this comparatively good job with the 
"clearance squad" for long. Shortly afterwards I was transferred 
to BlitivEHAU on disciplinary grounds and remained there over a year 
and a half. On April 7, 19U I managed to escape with my companion. 
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Careful '.^Usato nf tta WbV.;.- of Jew, passed 
in BIIKBULU between Ai>ril, 1943 ind April, 1944 
(according to cminttiec of or±:±i\). 



Poland {transported by truck J 



■ * ■ train " 500,000 

MXbad 

Qroco* ..(,„ ,..,..t.i....... 

France ...»•......*..«*.....*. 11 

Mlgfrm i.**< " J0,006 

Csrraay Mi.iti 11 

Yugoslavia, Italy an-i "oruay " 50,000 

..ithnania " 50,000 

Satenia, lloravia and Austria " 30,0C0 ' 

Slsvdaa t 30,000 

Vn.-ious car^it for iDrcirji Jarra in Poland " 300,000 



On August 6, 19V. a report nas recoiyod in 3iiitaorlaral inv^r- 
hir. the happenings in UlniuiNMr during the period botwoon April 1 
;tfld 27. Thia onconJ report sraa dxaim up by two othar yuvjir; 
Jotb who aaccoeded in oscapiilG froa this carp and reaching Slovakia. 
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Their declarations complete the firnt report, particularly in re- 
gard to the arrival of the Hungarian Jews in HTRKENAU. They also 
add certain new details not contained iji the previous accounts. 
It has not been possible, however, to check the origin of this 
"second r sport" as closely as It was the first. 

o 

o 

After the flight of the two Slovak Jews from BIRKENAU on 
April 7, 1944 great excitement reigned In the camp. The 
"Political Division" of the Gestapo instituted a thorou^igoing 
investigation, artf the friends and superiors of the two escapees 
were closely questioned, although in vain. Since the two had 
held posts as "block recorders," all Jews exercising such func- 
tions, by way of punishment and also as a precautionary measure, 
were removed and, as the Gestapo suspected that they had suc- 
ceeded in escaping through Building No, 3, the outer chain of 
sentry posts was considerably shortened so that new it cuts 
through the middle of Building No. 3. 

o 

o o 

At the beginning of the month of April, a transport of Greek 
Jews arrived, of whom about 200 were admitted to the camp* The 
remainder of circa 1, 500 were immediately gassed. 

Between the 10th and 15th of April some 5,000 "Aryans* arrived 
in BIIiKEMAU, mainly Poles, some 2,000 to 3,000 women among them 
being from the abandoned camp of LUIUM-HAJDANEK. They were given 
numbers running from approximately! 

176,000 to 131,000 Among the women were about 300 Jewish girls 

from Poland, The greater part of the new 
arrivals were ill, weak, and very run down. 
According to their information the healthy 
ones had been sent fromLUHLIN to German 
concentration canps* Concerning the fate 
of the Jews held in the camp of 1UBLIM- 
MAJUANEK, we learned from them, especially 
from the Jewish girls, that on November 3, 
19-43 all Jews in this camp, that is some 
11,000 men and 6,000 women, were killed* 
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We recalled that about this time the SS 
in BMKENAU had reported that LUBLIN had 
been attacked by partisans and, in order 
to fieht against the latter, a number of 
the SS personnel from HHKENAU had been 
temporarily transferred to LUBLIN. It 
■ was now clear to us Tor what purpose our 
SS had gone to LUBLIN « 

Apparently the Jews had been compelled to 
dig a long, deep grave in B.eld 7 of the 
camp of UAJUaHEK and on November 3 they 
were brought out in groups of 200 to 300, 
a hot and thrown into the grave* Within 
2L, hours everything was over* During the 
execution loud music was played to drown 
out the shots. 

Three hundred girls who were active in 
LUBLIN on the "clearing-up Commando" and 
aa recorders tvere left alive* Three days 
after their arrival in BinKENAU they were 
ell gassed and burned on special order of 
BERLIN. Through an error on the part of 
the "recorder 1 ' two of the girls were not 
sent to the gas chamber. This was dis- 
covered, however, the next day, and the 
girls were immediately shot and the re- 
corder replaced. 

The fate of the LUBLIN Jews caused great 
depression among the Jews in the camp of 
HERKQJAU who became afraid that one day 
the whole of BIKKENAU would suddenly be 
"liquidated" in the same way. 

Approximately Toward the end of April more Greek Jews 

Ho. 132,000 were brought to KIRKEMAU. Some 200 wore 

admitted to the camp and about 3,000 

exterminated. 

163,000 to 135,000 At the beginning of toy, 19U smaller 

transports of Dutch, French, Belgian, and 
Greek Jews arrived, as well as Polish 
"Aryans." Most of them were put to work 
in the BUNA plant. 
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On Lay 10, 1944 the first transport of Hungarian Jews arrived 
in BLRKEflAU. They were principally from the prisons of Budapest 
Lncliijtnp. those who had been arrested in the streets and railroad 
stations of the city. Among the mnen were: 

Huth Lorant 
Uici lorant 
Hath ftuasEtler 
Irene Roth 
"a ma EAJchs 

The transport was received in AUSCHWITZ and accord- 
ing to the well-known procedure (heads shaved, numbers tattooed, 
etc.) The men were given numbers beginninc with 186,000 and the 
women were placed in the women's camp. About 600 men, of whom some 
150 were between the ages of 45 and 60, wore brought to HLaKEMAU 
where they were divided up among various work cjtachnents. The rc- 
nainuer stayed in AUSC1CTIT2 where they worked in the BUM. plant. 

The members of the transport were all left alive and none of 
tEien as had been customary, were sent directly to the ercn-j-toria. 
In the postcards which they were allowed to write, they had to give 
"lValdsse |f as return address* 

On llay 15 nfifls transports from Hungary began to arrive in 
BIRKEItAU. Some H,000 to 15,000 Jewn arrived daily. The spur 
railroad track which ran into the camp to the crematoria was com- 
pleted in croat haste, the crews working night and day, so that 
the transports could be brought directly to the crematoria. Only 
about 10 percent of these transports were admitted to the camp; 
the balance were immediately gassed and burned. Hever had so many 
Jews been gassed since the establishment of EtitfENAU. The "Special 
Cowmndo" had to be increased to 600 men and, after two or three 
days to 800 [people being recruited froa among the Hungarian Jews 
who had arrived first) . The size of the "Clearing Commando" was 
stepped up from 150 to 700 pen. Three crematoria worked day and 
night (the 4th was being repaired at that time) and, since the 
capacity of the crematoria was not enough, [treat pits 30 deters 
long and 15 meters wide were once more dug in the " Birtonwala" 
[as 'in tho time before the crematoria) where corpses were burned 
day and night. Thus the "exterminating capacity" became almost 
unlimited. 

The Hungarian Jews who ware left alive (about 10 percent) were 
not Included in the normal camp "enrollment." Although they were 
chased and shorn and received convict's clotting, they were not 
tattooed. They were housed in a s spa rate section of the camp, 
section "C", and were later transferred to various concentration 
camps in the German Etoich; Buchenwald, Lfeuthausen, (Jrossrossn, 
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Gusan, RosoenburE, 3aehsenha>jitjn, etc. 11b women were tcHporarily 
quartered in the "gypsy caiV 1» .H3pmat* blocks and t..en alno 
trans ferrsd elsewhere. Jewish rirls from Slovaldfl w*rc "block 
oldeuts" there* 

The first Hungarian tr«nEa<.rts eanu lromt Uunkaca, 
liCJ-Ssillfift, HyinrEyhaEa, ^{psr, FEusrt, KaPBftU, Der»e*SaflS ( 
Uarmroaazirot, Hasyberoziia, About, those re].iainlne alive were: 

Uobert and Ervin Tfaiuai 

Stark 

Hirenreith 

Kata, Chain 

Ti* last two haw already beer. transferred. The parents of the 
tfoizen brothers were Gassed. 

The transports of Hungarian ,lrr»j wore- -nder the particular 
control of the forcer Gasp Cfcaj.aer " l I&upi3tuimbannfi!lhTer H 
who travelled continually between AUSUKHirZ ar.d Dudapoot, Tho 
Corrcandsnt of SLrfcenau Lit '.LlIjl aire ™^ life' i'orraor adjutant, 
■Mauptatunafltjcr" 0*133. 

187,000 to 129,000 1,600 French "Aryans," almat exclusively 
Intellectuals, and prominent, persons, in- 
cluding a snail number of Polish "ocdsrea," 
Awong tik h-er.ch WW* high officers, membcra 
or loadir-i; French financial circles, well- 

.:: : ■■■ .-. j 1- iscic, ar. i *v,i, 

it was said, femer ministers . On their 
arrival anon of them rebelled but ware put 
dawn ill an eKOedlmpiy orutal faohion by 
th'> LjS, lie™ of then Voinf' shot en the spot. 
The French were very 'jourageous and nelf- 
posoesoed. They r.ere strictly isolated la 
TH .'KrUAL' ar.i no one was allowed to have any 
contact with then. Alter two weeks, on 
uflfcrs froz: Berlin, tlisy wore sent to 
Lfauthsusen (near Linz, in Austria,). 

Since the middle of Kay tho nnwly arrived Jews no longer re— 
(.-fibred consecutive nurtbers, as forcerly. A n<w nunborinn. system 
was inauguratij-j bofd.nninc with Ho. 1 preceded by the tattooed 
letter «A. n .te do not know the reason for thitf muoaurp. At tho 
time of our flight on lay 27, 19/»4 about A, 000 Jews had rooeived 
these now numbers. The i„<XX> were composed of 1,000 Dutch, Ircnch, 
and Italian Jcwo anl 3,000 Jump fro.j 'l JUS.''! '£ 'ST.Vl'H whe reached 
EDUOBIUI on Hay 23, 19U. Tiwse wore treated exactly as the 
previous two transports from TKl . - Ti, T;,~r, jtioy wurc q'jsrtcrod 
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(unshorn) vrith the roorabers of the previous convoy from 
Tn". btSSItllSTADT (who have l>een in B3IRK01AU since December 20, * 
1943 and whose "quarantine <* la due to be up on June 20, 1944) In 
Section HB. 

According to the statement of a Jaw iron the "Special 
Cotisraando," |1 !teich3fuhrer" Himmler was said to have visited 
HDcKHJaU on the 15 th or 16th of May, On one of these days 
I myself saw three automobiles and five Den in civilian clothing 
drive toward the crematoria. The Jew who made this statement 
declared that he, as well as others, recognized Himmler, who had 
visited crematorium Mo. 1 and after a stay of about half an hour 
had again driven off with those accompanying him. On the clay 
after there was an account in the Silosian newspapers of Himnler' s 
visit to Cracow, so that this report could be true. 

One other liappening should not be forgotten which was told to 
us by the men of the "Special Commando." in the late suraier of 
1943 a commission of four Dutch Jews - distinguished looking men - 
cane to AUSCHWITZ. Their visit had already apparently been an- 
nounced to the Camp Commander, for the Dutch Jews in AUSCHWITZ 
received better clothes, as well as regular eating equipment 
(plates, spoons, etc.) and better food- The commission of four 
were very politely received and were shown over the camp buildings- 
and particularly those portions which were dean and nade a good 
impression, Dutch Jews from the camp wore brought to them who 
reported that only a portion of the Dutch Jews were in this camp, 
the others being in other similar camps. In this manner the four 
men were satisfied and signed a statement according to which the 
commission had found everything in good order in AU5CH1VITZ. After 
the signing the four Dutch Jews expressed a desire to see the camp 
of ElifiiENAU and particularly the crematoria about which they had 
heard some stories. The camp authorities declared themselves quite 
willing to show them both BiaOJAU and the crematoria, the latter 
being used, they said, to cremate those who died in the camp. 
The commission was then taken to HEstKENAU, accompanied by the canp 
leader, Aumayer, and Immediately to crematorium No, 1. Here they 
were shot from behind, A telegran was supposedly sent to Holland 
reporting that after leaving AUSSIhITZ the four men had been 
victims of an unfortunate automobile accident* 

There is a biological laboratory in AUSCHWITZ where S3, 
civilian, and internee doctors are occupied. The women and girls 
on whom experiments are performed are housed in Hlock 10. For 
a long time the "block eldest" there was liagda Helling er from 
Miehalovee and a girl named Rozsi (family name unknown) from 
iiummenA* Experiments were carried out only on Jewish girls and 
women, although to date no Slovakian girls have ::een used. 
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^pcriptmtH weire also pcrrorani on cwn but the litter *ero nos, 
Iiuucpd separalnly. 4 pns»t jsmy die-J as a rosult of tte«« 
cxpuriiKirts, Oftan cypsiso wnj used, Hook ID, utoi* the 
■nubjwta* of tho cxporL-jitttei am houflo-J, ifl onnpletoly 
lnalntOii, IftJ ayan the winld* openlflG"! ore wJied Ho on* 

•uliataooTur iufcJ aJzdaaion to It. 

tik GoraauMtairtfl of AlEffliism ud ttitfJHiAU h»w been to 
•.into the follMlnri AtTUH^ SaJlttlEirUBEH, JfKISSj HrtJiTliK3T2I]l, 
f&JS, and ILIWlEil, 
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No. 2 



TR1MSPORT 
(Tha Polish Ivor's Report) 



On Uarch 2*, V)& we were gathered together in special 
"aossnbling cell- He. 2 of the llcntelupich prison In Cracow. We 
knew that our group consisting of 60 man was to be sent to the 
concentration camp of GSitfECIM frUSOUim). At 8 u'bIdbH the 
next morning, two SS guar da appeared with lists and started 
punting those present. We had to undress and wait. Finally 
the doors were opened and we caught sight of two co limns of SS 
guards and oolicemoit with fixed bayonets. In the courtyard two 
trucks were' parked in each of which 30 men had to take their 
places. These trucks were quite small and the space on the 
inside was divined in t* by a chain running across the middle. 
Tbl first to enter had to stand with bent heads, whereas the 
other a crouched <>o*m between the legs of the standing men. In 
this way it was possible to fill up tlie very small space with 
10 men. We were loaded in with blows from rifle-butts, shouts 
and kicks. In the saa>nd separated section of the truck, two 
SS men stood guard with machine guns. We departed. Behind us, 
at a certain uistance, followed motor-cyclists with machine guns. 
Uur trucks were hermetically closed so that thera way no pos- 
sibility of seeing where we wars goi^g. Our journey lasted 
1 1/2 hours with several short stops. Our limbs grew stiff as 
there was no possibility of changing one's position, and one 
of our men who was up against the chain becane unconscious. Ke 
was broupht back to his senses by blows from tha guards. At 
last we arrived, staggered to the ground, and found ourselves 
standing in front of a gate ovar which we could raadt "Work 
brings freedom." Inside, an orchestra was playing. This was 
AUSCHWITZ and it appeared that we ware expected. 

We were lined up in columns of five (a system applied on 
every conceivable occasion in the camp) and the names of the 
"newcomers" were once more read out. The man called up had 
immediately to run over to the one reading tha roll and place 
himself in a line with those already summoned, after having 
received his number from the hands of an assistant. From this 
moment on, names were replaced by numbers. This system of 
FJ reception 11 was maintained until the summer of 19 43. Later, 
all the prisoners (with the exception of Oenwifl) had their 
numbers tattooed on their upper fore anas, which had been the 
practice in the casa of the Jews from the beginning. This 
-whole numbering system was apparently applied to lessen the 
possibility of escape and to make it wasier to Loentify the 
bodies. Those numbers were handed to us by the "block leader" 
named STUBA, after which we went bareheaded and accompanied by 
tha orchestra into the camp itself. The clock stood at 
11 a.m. After a short visit to the "stock" room, we were shut 
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up In a barrack until 5 p. in. There we wore visited by a number 
Of old inmatea who earnestly begged us to give them our watches, 
ringa, lighters t and cigarettes to avoid their being confiscated. 
Any food brought with us should be eaten at once, a a it would be 
taken away as well. In return, the prisoners promised us bread, 
soup, etc., once we were officially incorporated Into their ranks. 
At last the Capo (a sort of camp overseer) arrived and delivered 
a short talk in which he atr eased that a prisoner could not exist 
in this camp for more than two months without the help of his 
comrades; and this was to be confirmed later on by numerous 
exajnples. Out of the 60 originally in ny group I was to be the 
only survivor. 

At 5 p.m. we -were horded out into the corridor. There we had 
to undress and pack our clothes into bundles provided with our 
respective numbers. Vfs stood there naked* All we were allowed to 
keep were a belt and two handkerchiefs * I wanted to keep a snail 
holy picture, but one of the prisoners who acted as assistant in 
these operations dissuaded me, saying: "It ian't worth while; 
you will merely be laughed at and it will finally be taken any- 
way," First, our hair waa cut short and then our heads shaved, 
after which we were given a bath. The water was very warm. All 
these preparations prior to being admitted as an inmate to the 
camp took place in "Block 27*" Next, although it was snowing, 
we had to run to "Block 26" where the clothing room was located. 
There we were issued our prisoner's outfits which consisted of 
a shirt, underpants, shoes, socks, a warm Jacket, trousers, vest, 
cap, and blanket. Everything was filthy, patched, and practically 
wom out, ify jacket, for instance, could be buttoned up in front, 
but the back and sleeves merely consisted of black strips of 
cloth patched together. Finally tills operation came to an and 
and we were again lined up in rows of five and taken to one of 
the "blocks." There we were awaited by the "block leader" (most 
of them were Poles from Upper Silesia) who initiated us into the 
mysteries of barrack duties. We were instructed in sweeping and 
cleaning the dormitories, in taking off our caps when commanded, 
and how to keep in line and step. Orders were given in German 
and whan badly carried out the block leader grew furious and 
struck people right and left* The evening roll call finally put 
an end to these exercises. The block leader then assembled his 
people in front of their respective blocks and, in turn, all the 
block leaders presented their figures to the chief recorder or 
clerk. If the number of prisoners tallied with the records, 
the roll call was over; actually the whole tiring ceremony was 
nothing else but one of the numerous ways in which the 
prisoners wore mistreated. During 1940, 1941, and 1%2 the roll 
call was usually expected to last at least an hour in all 
weather conditions - frost, rain, or snow - the prisoners having 
to wait patiently with bare heads. If an escape was reported, 
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,bich resulted in a -Wco- at evening roll call, all those 
ambled had to Fait outside until the result of the search 
M. known. The search parties usually returned three cr four 
hours later and with disastrous consequences for all the 
prisoners' health. In 1940, for example > one escape cost the 
lives of a hundred inmates. It was during severe winter weather 
and the prisoners we forced to stand out of doors from 3O0 
in the afternoon until 11 o'clock the next morMng, as a result 
S which a hundred totally or half -fro sen men were counted. 

After the roll call we returned ^our Uccke where we w.re 
alloted "ro™;" we slept three to a bed. Qld-tl^^ told u3th*t 
Si best thing to do was to use our clothing a* a P^cw ; c ther- 
wise something was bound to be stolen. So we lay down without 
h«<ii. hfld the sliEhteBt bit of food the whole day. The 
-SSStSS- so strenuous and exhausting that all of us 

idiately fall asleep. 



M 4 a.*- we were awakened by a gong and frightful confusion 
ra „,.j ihout 100 people were compressed into the a mail naxi 

™ and S a wild^Sapede eachone first tried to tidy up hi, 
w ?thf block" Sader wSd not tolerate the smallest crinkle in 
^e beSdlngllni Seas hi*aelf . There was OO question of wash- 
£ T^nutea after the gong had sounded the "room eldest* 
IrSvel^nTJicked everyone out into the ""^"^ ^ 
had to be cleaned. The corridor was thronged with people who 
flocked together fron all over the block. Most of them had 
managed to get dressed. There was really scarcely room to move 
?Tthis crowd and we were pushed against -all* 
Into Corners and often kicked or hit for /P/PP™* ™™* 
After having been in the camp for over 24 hour a, we finally 
««lvSd sol cold, unsweetened coffee, after which there was 
TfurXr wait of one and one-half hours until roll call; then 
all the prisoners were taken to work. The newcomers were at 
firet told to fill In questionnaire in which they had to 
[Scate an address where they desired their letters to be sent, 
i? was strictly forbidden not to give an address or J* to write, 
as *?hey« obviously needed an address to which the death of 
a prisoner could be reported when the need aroee. 

Each of us was issued a piece of cloth with a triangle and 
his number painted on it, which we were instructed to sow on our 
tunics. Prisoners were numbered from No. 1 onwards, and in 
November, 1943 the last consecutive serial number had reached 
170.000. The triangles in question were of different colors, 
each representing a category of criminal or prisoner. The 
-krvan" triangle was red, the red corresponding to a political 
orisomr, green to professional orisdna^ , black to 'work- 
shirkers "pink to homosexuals (according to paragraph 175} end 
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violet to members of tlie "llibolf orschsr" religious sect. In 
addition, a large lot tor indicated the nationality of the 
prisoner, such as "P" for the Poles , etc. For Jews the 
insignia was composed of a yellow triangle on which was sewn 
a second triangle whose color corresponded to the *crime," the 
-whole forming a Jewish star. From this marking system one 
could therefore rapidly pick oat, for instance, a Polish Jewish 
political prisoner or a Jewish "work-slacker," etc, 

Tfhen we had finished sewing on our triangles and numbers, 
we ware herded over to the "infirmary" where we were to be 
" examined" by a German doctor regarding our physical aptness for 
work. Again we had to undress and stand in a chilly corridor 
for almost threo hours, shivering, as the weather was still very- 
cold even at the end of March, "tfe met old acquaintances who 
-were working in the infirmary and their first concern was to have 
news of their relatives. Upon the doctor's arrival we had to 
present ourselves in groups, standing 3tiffly at attention* All 
that was required of us was to stretch out an armj move the 
fingers, turn around and march off* The examination consisted 
of nothing more and all of us vrere,of course, considered fit for 
work. Hadn T t we cone here for this very purpose and besides, 
didn't "Work bring freedom?" Vfe knew only too well what it 
meant to be considered unfit for work: being taken away and 
condemned to "liquidation" by gas. At lost we received our first 
warm nourishment in 3& hours. The canp food consisted of coffee 
or cold tea (made from acorn leases , etc.) in the morning and 
soup, thick or thin as the case might be, at ni&day. From the 
tire of our arrival at the canp we had soup made from water and 
turnips during fully, five months. After evening roll call we 
received 300 grans of bread, although its Troight was usually con- 
siderably diminished by the time it reached the prisoner. On 
Mondays and Saturdays, 300 to 400 grams of cheese were dis- 
tributed. It was some sort of a crude home-made , peasant cheese 
which often contained more worms than cheese, Rations further 
included 1/2 kilo of margarine for twelve persons, distributed 
every Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday, and blood sausage or red 
sausage an Wednesdays and Mondays. These rations represented 
approximately 300 to 400 grams. In addition to margarine on 
Tuesdays and Fridays we also received a spoonful of marmalade 
per person. Since the barrel, however, bore a label stating that 
the marmelade was destined for the canp, its quality was corre- 
spondingly bad. Theoretic ally j the above are the rations each 
inmate received but, oractically, a good part of them were stolen 
before they were actually distributed. In the evening, tea or 
coffee was distributed with the broad. The soup had to be licked 
up, as most of the prisoners did not possess spoons, T forgot to 
mention that we had to eat our food squatting on our haunches as 
a punisSiment by the roan eldest to us newcossers for having crowded 
around the soup kettle during distribution. 
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After our noal no wore sent to the Identification service 
where photographs from three different angles were taken. So 
on that day the camp picture gallery was Increased, by 60 more 
criminals i One by one we were called up,, and I noticed that ay 
comrades came out of the photographer's room looking frightened. 
Beware. It was my turn, I was seated on a chair and photo- 
graphed. When I tried to get up, the floor started moving and, 
losing my balance^ I was thrown against the walla It was 
a practical joke played by the photographers, (all of whom are 
Poles) in setting tho revolving platform in motion when one got 
up. It was not surprising that ttey sometimes had tc have some 
kind of amusement even at the expense of their camp comrades, 
ffe then returned to our quarters and by that time the roll call 
was again due. So ended our second day in camp; and the next 
morning we were to be marched off to work with all the other 
Inmates, 

All the prisoners had to work except the sick, those in 
"quarantine., 1 ' and those confined to their cella„ The total 
camp strength was divided into camp commandos or squads Jihich 
were each headed by a "Capo, - or leader, and several foremen* 
At the heed of large working units was a "Chief Capo 11 who was 
assisted by several "Capos" and foremen. The size of one of these 
squads varied from one to several hundred men. Although the Capo 
was really in charge, a foreman often took over a group of ten, 
twenty, or thirty Turkmen „ The head of the labor administration 
chose the "Capos," with the consent of the "Chief Capo," the 
prisoners being assigned to squads by the central administration. 
Tfork started after the morning roll call, i«e, in summer from 
5 a* ma to 12 m, and 1 p<.uu to 6 p»m,, in winter from 7 a,m 8 to 
3 p.nw without interruption* There were no rk shops for craftsmen, 
f turners, industrial workers s and various technical trades. Many., 
particularly those in favor, worked in the camp administration. 
The camp was provided with an "Infirmary, " a " canteen, » 
a laundry, a bakery, and a slaughter house<> Thus prisoners with 
certain technical training could, in principle, work in their own 
trades* Intellectuals, liberal professional men, shop keepers, 
or office workers were the worst off and they represented fully 
70 percent of the total number of prisoners a The latter were 
all employed as unskilled labor in the worst and hardest jobs, 
such as the coal and gravel pita* The mortality among them was 
frightfully high. But it seemed to bo tho aim of the camp 
administration to kill them off as rapidly as possible* 
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ii, my first Mrs m cjut - tie "imi^g,". 



Uy first job was with a demolition squad. Since the area 
surrounding tha camp of AUSCB7ITZ had been evacuated for 
a radius of almost 100 kilometers, all buildings, unless taken 
over bv the catnip had to be torn down. Even new building were 
demolished. Our work consisted in tearinE down such houses and 
was exceedingly strenuous, particularly since *6 m« expected to 
work at top speed. A squad consisting of 50 nen was supposed to 
demolish a large building -within three to four days; and we were 
instructed to salvage an building material. The roof of a house, 
for instance, had to be carefully taken down and all planks, 
beans, tiles, etc., stacked away. Nothing was to be brokenj in 
fact, the slightest damage to anything resulted in an irradiate 
and severe beating with a shovel or pick handle. The walla had 
to be broken donn literally by hand, brick by brick, the cement 
sticking to each brick being afterwards removed and the bricks 
piled neatly up. Even the foundations had to be torn out and 
the ground afterwards levelled so that no trace of the house 
regained, limy men died at this work, not only from exposure 
and the strain, but from falling walls and beans - especially 
those who were elderly or slow, From the 50 who set oat in the 
morning sold on more than AO returned on their own legs. The 
remainder were either brought as corpses or in a state of com- 
plete collapse in wheelbarrows or on boards. These poor souls 
still were expected to appear at evening roll call, after which 
they were taken to the infirmary. From my working comrades who 
went there I never saw one alive again. 

l!y work with this squad lasted over a month. I was then 
transferred to the ditch-digging squad. Trenches of from 2 1/2 
to 2 meters deep had to be dug, and for the last 50 centimeters 
we worked standing in water. Vfe were, of course, not allowed 
to leave, the t Tench during work, and this job was considered as 
one of the liardest in the camp, llany died at it daily. Gome 
tine later 1 was shifted to the "concrete souad" where 1 had to 
heave heavy posts and sacks of cement; but after the arrival of 
rew prisoners I was detailed to the mailing of concrete bricks. 
TJiis' had the advantage of at least being work under a roof, which 
was very important inasmuch as work went on regardless of the 
weather. 

In addition, the prise no rs wore continually mistreated and 
struck by commando loaders, Capos, and foremen. In general, any- 
one holding a commanding position in the camp lilted to give 
special emphasis to his position of superiority. Naturally, the 
character of the person concerned played a considerable role; but 
the fundamental rule was the direct responsibility of the superior 
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for Ma inferiors, each Individual being in turn responsible 
to the collectivity. 

These circumstances fostered the "stool pigeon" system. 
For example, one day ft working conn-ado discovered a few pieces 
of turnip which he carefully hid. He continued his work out, 
froo time to time, took surreptitious bitss off bis treasure. 
Another prisoner having "squealed" on him, the Capo arrived 
a few minutes later* It must be remembered that the Capo is 
absolute master of his commando, and that everybody tries to 
get into his good graces, unfortunately, this favor often had 
to be attained to the detriment of the Trull-being or sometimes 
oven of the liven of other prisoners. The Capo proceeded to 
search our comrade and, finding the pieces of turnip, knocked 
the weakened man to the ground, hitting him brutally about the 
head and face and in toe stomach, He then ordered him to ait 
up, hands outstretched in front of him on the ground with 
a weight of bricks on each hand; the pieces of turnip were stuck 
in his mouth. All the men were then assembled and informed that 
the unfortunate man was to stay in this position for a whole hour. 
We were warned that this puniohnant would hefall any member of 
the commando who committed a similar "offense." The condemned 
man underwent this ordeal guarded by one of the foreman, very 
eager to fulfill his task to the satisfaction of the Capo, so 
that he hit our friend every time he tried to shift his position 
slightly. After 15 to 20 minutes the man became unconscious, but 
a bucket of water was poured over him and he was again forced 
into his original position. After he had slumped over senseless 
for a second time, his body was thrown aside and nobody was 
allowed to pay further attention to hint. After roll call that 
evening he wen taken to the "infirmary 1 * where he died two 
days Later, 

Or another example: on Easter Monday, 1942 the weather was 
extremely bad vrlto a heavy snowfall. Tie were sitting in the mud 
scraping cement off bricks, frozen half stiff. Suddenly the 
Commando Chief appeared and barked the following ordert "Discard 
caps, coata and jackets L" Sick with fear for what might follow, 
we obeyed aid continued -working in our shirt sleevea, Tha Capo 
sneered at us: rt Xou dirty Poles, now you can celebrate," 
A young prisoner, not more than 16 years old, had hidden in 
a trench. He was terribly thin and so trembling with the cold 
that he evidently did not hear the order. Or perhaps he didn't 
care irhsther he heard it or not. The Capo, however, had mean- 
while staggered off (he was half drunk) since he didn't intend 
to remain out-of^oors in this wretched weather. As a matter of 
fact, he cared very little about the prisoners; the sooner they 
died, the better. The snow had stopped falling, but in the cold 
vdnd wo froze in our shirt sleeves; certain death awaited us. 
Hobody knew when the Capo might come back, perhaps in a moment, 
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perhaps in a week, or in * aonttu While we waited, the mm 
started to fill again. A few foremen cm* running in our 
direction from a stcve around which the* had been sitting, 
to see how we are Betting on with our work. Uno of them 
discovered the hidden youngster and shouted t Mil JW 
clothe off, at once, you swine <- As the kid did not ™t, 
the foreman pounced on him and started beating hUnj *Undreee 
or I will beat the life out of you or, better still, I wili 
report you to the chief," At that moment the Capo arrived, 
r^harp bio* of a whistles "Fall 1*1" We forced our columne 
and knew that it meant "sticking together.- *e were led 
into an open apace where we eank ankle-deep in mud. Wow the 
"sport" etarted. "Downl Upl Quick march J etc.' We literally 
rolled in the mud. "Flatten out I Jumpi fiml Hands out front 1 
We were covered with mud from head to foot and scarcely able 
to stand. The "exercise" had no* been going on for about hall 
an hour. TO finish we had to do "push up" exercises, alternately 
Win* down flat and supporting our bodies on our hands. Up, 
Do™ Up, Jfciml" Vhs Chief of the Commando inspected the rows 
and saw an old man who was unable to continue. Immediately an 
55 puard threw himself upon hi* and kicked him in the head and 
face with heavy hob-nailed hoots. When at last the poor old man 
,ave no further si** of life* ha was left alone. We were then 
allowed to stand up and continue with our work. The badly 
in lured nun was carried over to a dry spot among piles of 
bricks. He opened his eyes, tried to say something but couldn t 
utter a word; and we had to leave hi* as in the meantime the 
order was given to resume work. The result was that at tt» end 
of the day we carried home another corpse. But we had grown used 
to it. We marched and sang jolly German songs, as the Capo 
wanted it to be so. The Comnando Chief walked alongside the 
group; he grinned: "You do sing welll" 

burl riE ray work in the "concrete squad" I caught pneumonia 
(as w es found out later). At the beginniJiG I avoided the 
"infirmary" and hoped I would get over it. t knew too well 
ufaat happened there und that seldom one left the place alive. 
But I became so weak that 1 could hardly move, and finally had 
to give in. I became completely indifferent. In one way I was 
lucky that my friends in the -infirmary* took care of me so that 
1 was than able to enjoy "privileged" conditions, When I entered 
the "Krankenbau" It *as composed of three different buildngsi 
Sick 28 - internal illnesses -, Block 80 - infectious i loesses -, 
Block 21 - surgery. later cn three new -blocks" (Blocks 19, 9, 
end 10) were attached to the "infirmary. » Tney composed the 
so-called "Hygiene Institute. 1 * Here, sterilizing by X-ray 
treatment, artificial insemination of women, as well as 
experiments on blood transfusions were carried on. Male ana 
fZ« prisoners, especially Jews, served as "guinea pigs" for 
these experiments. Thla "block" was completely isolated from the 
STof^Sp so that news from it reached ua only very seldom. 
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It was not easy to be admitted to the "infirmary, B 
as the "minimum" symptom was a fever of from 18, f- to 39 
uegreee {C). light cases of fever were not admit tad. All 
applications fir transfer to the 11 infirm ary" had to be sub- 
mitted to the chief of one's own "block/ 1 who hud the right 
to reject any such request. Then the sick person hau to 
wait for hours in the courtyard of the "infirmary 11 oaf or* 
beinc called in for prolixin ary examination. If the doctor 
(a prisoner) con ei dared him worth treating, he had to un- 
dress and usually take a cold bath hefora bains presented to 
the German doctor, after further long hours of mailing. The 
sick were classified into two groups, "nryans" and Jews. 
These groups were again subdivided into furtlter groups of 
which the first included the sick who were to renaln in 
hospital, being considered "curable." The second consisted 
of extremely run down patients, chronic cases, and the half- 
stsrvinc or mutilated whose recovery could only be effected by 
a long stay in the hospital. This group was practically 
condemned to death by phenol injections In the heart region, 
he dial considerations played an important role- An "Aryan" 
really had to he seriously ill to be ' condemned to death by in- 
jection, whereas 80 to 90 percent of the Jews "hospitalized" 
there wore "eliminated" in this manner, tiur.y of t;.em knew 
about this method end applied for admiaalon as so-called 
"suicide candidates, 11 not having the courage to throw them- 
selves on to the high tension wires. 

This situation lasted during the whole of 1942 until tt.a 
time the mass extermination of interned Jews at At^CHWIT/ began. 
Danger of death by injection did not only threaten the newly- 
arrived hospitul cases or casualties. From time to time 
(usually once a month) the German doctor used to effect 
a minute control of all the sick. In each ward an attendant 
(usually a doctor) had to "present" each patient and pive full 
account of hie illness. If the patient's t,tay happened to have 
exceeded a month, or if he were very weak, he was listed. 
The German doctor el* ays kept the sick records of the condemned 
so as to avL'id any attempt at interference on the part of the 
prisoners themselves, liach such special check-up by the German 
doctor usually resulted in a list of 200 to 400 men condemned 
to death, while the "normal" death list of the dally routine 
inspection varied from 20 to SO. The injections wore given on 
the same day. The new patients who were booked for the "syringe" 
(aa it was called in the camp Jargon) received no clothes and had 
to remain waiting in the corridor - naked. They were then led 
from Mock 28 to Block SO where the "operation 11 took place In 
a special room. An SS man by the narie of KLEfi, a shoemaker by 
pro fas b ion, gave the injections. Ha had taken up this poet in 
the hospital as a simple SS private, but was later promoted to 
55 "group leader," although practically a moron. He also 
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racoivad supplementary food rations and was awarded the Iron 
Cross, There ware days *h#J> ttdi psychopath picked out 
victims from the wards on his own Initiative, without in- 
structions from the German doctor, on whom to practice his 
"technique,." He was a complete sadist, torturing Ms victims 
with anlmal-lika brutality before putting them to death. 
Later it was decided that his nerves had teen strained by 
"overwork" so an "assistant" was recruited, a Polish volunteer, 
by the name of PANSZC&YK, No. 607 from Cracow, who was trans- 
ferred to Germany during the winter of 1942 where he presumably 
died. The injections were then sporadically administered by 
"Sanitatsdienstgehilfen," or given by the chief of the ■infirmary. 11 
For a certain toe, another Pole named JEHZY SZYMKOYJXAX, 
to, 15490, "functioned" voluntarily) he died in the summer of 
1943. 

The injections were not only administered to the weak and 
ill, but also to pri sonars in the political section who were 
condemned to death. Apart from thla, on one occasion, two 
croups (the first composed of 40, the second of 80 prisoners) 
of young and strong youths between the ages of 13 and 16 years 
vie re put to death, on the ground that they were "orphans" and 
could not be considered in the camp as full-fledged workers. 

In the autumn of 1942 came the massacre of the UJHLIN 
transports which caused great unrest in the camp. One of the 
sanitary service attendants refused to administer Injections, 
stating that he was an 33 man and not a murderer of children. 
Another attendant had to be summoned to carry out the job. 
This affair caused a lot of talk and stir as at least 15,000 
to 20,000 people lost their Uvea and even BERLIN asked for an 
explanation of the high mortality rate in the hospital. The head- 
doctor, WIRTZ, disclaimed all knowledge of such events and laid 
the blame on the camp doctor whose name was SNTHEST, a German 
from the P05EN district. A mock inquiry was held at which 
witnesses from the hospital administration had. to testify and the 
lists of the ''deceased" vtere checked* As "punishment" the camp 
doctor waa simply transferred in the same capacity to the 11 HJ NA. " 
As a result of all this, murder ing by me ana of injections stopped 
for a -while, although it was resumed an a smaller scale soon 
afterwards for hopelessly sick caaos. Many of those condanned to 
the "syringo" were used as experimental material in the "Hygiene 
Institute 11 (Block 10). The injections doubtlessly frightened the 
prisoners from asking to be admitted to the hospital. 

Another major danger in the camp was "delousing," as it waa 
euphemistically called. The whole camp obviously was covered with 
lice and fleas and largo disinfection programs were carried out* 
However, the results were never apparent and our "washing" always 
cane back almost aa full of lice. Actually, the "delousing* was 
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desipnod to combat typhus epidemics which liad beceraie a real 
alaguo at the camp. During those actions everybody was 
examined and those with bad complexions or In weakened bodily 
condition ware, according to the canp doctor 1 s mood, dea tlned to 
be gassed. They were simply led to the "infirmary" Iron where 
40 to 50 percent -were "evacuated." A "delousing" action which took 
a particularly large toll In victims was conducted in July, 1942. 
Durimj the course of this "purge" the weak, those ill with typhus 
or inpoat-typhua quarantine, nsn: all sent to 3i-ZiN3Kl without 
exception. This method was considered the laost radical for 
eliminating typhus. The way in which those condemned to the gas 
chambers were transferred to their doom was exceptionally brutal 
and inhuman. Serious cases from the surgical ward who still had 
their bandages on, and a procession of exhausted and horribly 
emaciated patienta, even convalescents on the road to recovery, 
are loaded on to trucks. They were all naked and the spectacle 
was dreadful In the extreme. The trucks pulled up at the - 
entranco of the block and the unfortunate victims were simply 
thrown or piled on by the attendants [I frequently witnesaed such 
tragic transports), A hundred people were often jammed into 
a small truck. They all knew exactly what their fate was to 
be. The large majority remained completely apathetic while 
others, mostly patients from the surgery with bloody and gaping 
wounds or frightful sores, straggled frantically, AH around the 
trucks S3 men milled about like madnen, beating back the howling 
crowd trying to lean out. Svery time it was a terrible experience 
to have to drag our friends to the truck, Most of them -wore 
quiet and bid ua farewell, but never forgot to remind uai "Do 
not forget revenge. u Under ouch conditions men's hearts turn to 
stone. Imagine a prisoner' s killing his brother in one of the 
wards so as to avoid his having to undergo the dreadful trip by 
truck. (I happen to know the names and innatriculation numbers 
of these two particular prisoners}. It can well be imagined that 
■no just shrugged our shoulders when told tho German fairy tales 
regarding the ICATYN incident. 



III. THE JB73. 



Originally, the camp of AUSCiiVlTZ was intended only for Polos, 
It was guarded by a group of Germane (no more than 30 at the be- 
ginning) who had bean transferred f rozi a Oerraan concentration 
canp. They were prisoners as well but "camp veterans, " If such an 
expression may be used* Most of them had been imprisoned as far 
back as 193 U and were all more or loss professional criminals, 
3ut as tin« want on AUSCllYflTZ became more and more of an inter- 
national camp and the first Jewa started to arrive in 1941, They 
were 1-aoediately separated from tho "Aryans" and quartered in 
special » blocks." Although at the time systematic executions were 
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not an established rule, it can be stated that as a "jult of 
ted trcatnent by 56 men, Capos and for anon (the * 
German oririn but often Poles who were enlisted by *? t J*. } J . . 
TSt^SS^mm or his Physical condition - could not M 
pore than t^o weeks. A young Jw, for instance who v.as robust 
enough to be able to do his work "on the double* {for example 
nJtemr a heavily laden wheelbarrow) would noat probably be 
unaSe^to ESpit ™ the long run. If he should ^ signs 
rSJdi^e out, he ^ould inevitably be *ill*d sooner or later 
by Bu^3.t»itaWrt as being beaten Tdtt a shovel or pick 
handle. 

in those days all the Jews had to work la the "quarry 
squad." At a trot they had to bring gravel on wheelbarrow* 
{■row a pit about 15 to 20 peters deep up a steep slope. At 

SS men and Capos cheeked their work and the speed at 
which it was carried out, and anyone considered as "loafing 
was sinrolv pushed over backwards when he arrived at the tap so 
that hVorashed back dorm the incline with his fully laden 
barrow. This was one of the guards' favourite pasties. Such 
treatment of Jewiah prisoners prevailed iron the tine the first 
Jews arrived at the camp until the spring of 1942, "hen the 
first large transports of Jews (tens of thousands } began to 
arrive and the extenuation campaign was getting underway. At 
first there were few Jews at the camp, meet of them of Polish 
origin, who had been sent there alone with other Poles. They 
were Mediately separated from the latter. They had been 
arrested not as a consequence of their being Je^h, but Tot 
offenses directed against "the security of the German state. 
Only from the spring of on wore thoy rounded up and 
eSrSSted »ef masse* on racial grounds. Certain Urge . eale 
preparations had to be made to receive these transports and 
a special concentration camp was opened at BIRKBNAU {the Polish 
namfof the village is HAJSKO). Administered by Germans and 
Poles the camp was guarded by S3 detachments . Conditions were 
anoaliinr. The camp had no water, no drainage system, and not 
even the \ost elementary hygienic installat ions. The Jews 
remained in civilian clothes which were marked with red paint. 
Food was supposed to be distributed to them on a basis sixdlar 
to that prevailing in AUSCHWITZ, but abuse was nagrant. _™ 
often happened that the inmates received nothing to eat for days 
and then only a small part of the rations they should have had. 
Altogether they were Inhumanly treated. The slightest complaint 
was punishable by death. 

The first large convoys arrived iron France and Slovakia, 
Physically able nen and women - those without children or the 
mothers of erownup chttdrf-n - were sont to the camp of 
BIKKESAU* The remainder, i.e. old or weak men, women with 
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snail children, and all those unfit for labour, war a taken to 
tha Birch V.ood and killed by meana of hydrocyanic 

gaa. For this purpose special gassing barracks had boon built 
there* Thesa con slat ad of largo halls, airtight, and provided 
with ventilators which could be opened or closed according to 
'<:-,d noiii. Inside tnoy ivtM equipped H a;J bo afOIlt* fete 
ijTipreasion of bathing establishments* This was done to deceive 
the victims and make them more :nanagoable. The executions took 
place as follows: each death convoy consisted of some to 10 
trucks packed -with the "selectee a; 11 the convey was unguarded as 
the whole frightful drama took place on camp territory. 
A private car containing the camp doctor followed each truck 
convoy since it was compulsory for him to be present at these 
mass executions. On their arrival at the gassing establishment > 
which was surrounded by a double barbed viire fence, men, woman, 
and children had to completely undress, Each of them was given 
a towel and a piece of soap. Then they were driven into the 
barrack until it was completely filled up. Everything was 
hermetically closed, and specially trained 33 units threw 
hydrocyanic boiibs through the ventilation openings. After about 
ten minutes the door a were opened, and a special squad composed 
exclusively of Jews had to clear away the bodies and prepare 
for a new group Of "selectees, 1 * Tha crematoria had not yet 
been constructed, although thoro was a small one at AUSCffiTITZ 
which, however, wa^ not employed for burning these bodies. iSasa 
jraves were dug at that time into which the corpses wore simply 
thrown. This continued into the autumn of Ey this time 

extermination by gas was bai;ig intensified and there was no moi'e 
time even for such summary burial. Row upon row of bodies of 
murdered Jews, covered only by a thin layer of earth, wore 
widely dispersed in the surrounding fields, causing the soil to 
become almost marshy through the putrefaction of the bodies* 
The smell emanating from, these fields became intolerable* In 
the autumn of 19 aV| that regained of the bodies had to be 
axhumed and the bones collected and burned in the crematoria 
(by that tine four had been completed). An alternative was to 
gather the remains of the unfortunate victims into heaps, 
pour gasoline over thfeTi, md leave it to the flames to finish 
the tragedy. The immense quantity of human ashes thus cello eted 
was car tad away in every direction to ba scattered over the 
fields whore those martyrs had found thei* last rest. 

In the meantime, the crematoria had been finished and the 
number of arrivals was steadily increasing. Gassing and burning 
were carried out at record speed but the supply of corpses becasne 
so largo that occasionally they had to resort to the old method 
of open air cremation. It is estimated that approximately 
1 1/2 niHi3Ji Jews were exterminated in this manner* Tilth the 
exception of the Polish Jaws, the other Jews had no idea what 
was in store for than at AUSCHIITZ, We wore told by Dutch and 
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French Jews that the Germans had info mad than that they were 
leaving their country to be transferred to Poland where everyone 
would be able to continue work in hi a own profession or, etlll 
better, where for eaoh shop, concern, or factory seized by the 
Germans an equivalent source of livelihood would be put at 
their disposal. They wero to take their whole fortunes with 
thai and liquid cash for at least ail weeks. This re milted in 
considerable amounts of money and valuables being brought to 
AUSCHWITZ (most of them by Dutch bankers and diaiaond Merchants) , 
most of -which was stolen by the camp staff, S3 men, and 
prisoner 3. Tha condemned Jews generally faced their fate 
calmly, although those arriving in 1943 had a dearer idea of 
what awaited them. The sporadic attmpts at rebellion and maas 
escape, whan the freight cars were unloaded upon arrival, were 
bloodily repelled.. 1ti& special railway siding reserved for 
the convoys -,t33 surrounded by searchlight and machine gun poats. 
On one occasion those unfortunate people scored a small success. 
It must have been during September or October, 1943 after 
a transport of women had arrived. The accompanying S3 man had 
ordered them to undress and were about to drive them into the 
gas chamber. This moment w33 always used by tho guards as 
a rjood opportunity for looting, and rings and wrist watches were 
torn off women 1 s fingera and arms. In the .confusion resulting 
from one such attack, one woman managed to snatch tha pistol of 
35 Groupleader SCHULBiGSH and fire three a hots at him. He was 
seriously wounded and died the next day. This gave the signal 
for the others to attack the executioners and their hench- 
men. One S3 man had his nose torn off, another was scalped, but 
unfortunately none of the women was able to escape. Although 
an attempt was made to keep this incident secret, it resulted in 
an order' s bairg issued -whereby 53 men were not allowed to remain 
in camp after 8 p.m. 

The extermination of Jews continued relentlessly, although 
in the camp tension relaxed to a certain extent. The fate of 
those Jews admitted to tho camp haa been described in the 
sections of my report dealing with the gassing and killing of the 
ill by means of injections. 



Until the summer of 1941 AUSCBTITZ was mainly a concentration 
camp in which no executions had taken place so far. The first 
executions came as a surprise for the majority of the camp' s 
inmates. They began in the summer of 1941 ?hen one evening after 
roll call, various numbers were called up (I well remember there 
were 13 men froai Cracow alone). 'The naen irtiose ttomiers had boon 
called wertj ordered to the stock room, where they had to give up 
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their clothes and were given old rags U shirt and pants) In ex- 
change. Then they were taken to the gravel pit and shot with 
pistols at point blank range. The other prisoners ware not 
allowed to lw present at the shooting, but the execution was eo 
arranged tliat practically the whole camp could witness the 
proceedings. After the execution a special comsnando was 
designated to bury the bodies. This incident caused a c reat 
deal of unrest within the camp, as we had assumed until then that 
deportation to a concentration camp excluded the death penalty 
for of fences against the security of the German State. From 
this day on executions were carried out at more less regular 
intervals, tie victims being called up on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
Later a special place of execution was set up within the camp's 
boundary, an open space between "HLocks 10 and 11 where 
executions took place generally in the morning. 

The index cards of the condemned men were sent from the 
chief clerk's office to the respective "blocks" and In the 
morning, LuMdiately after roll call, the numbers of the 
prisoners were called up by the "block recorder." If the 
index card bore the inscription n to report immediately after 
roll call" am the signature of the «re cording clerk," it 
meant that the prisoner called up was to be shot. The "block 
recorder" assembled the victims and brought than over to the 
chief clerk's office. There the numbers , names, and dates of 
birth wore checked again. Ordered into rows of five by the 
camp oldest and the block eldest (also prisoners), they were then 
marched to the place of execution. If the shooting was only to 
take Blace a few hours later, the men were locked up in cells. 
K the execution, however, was to be carried out at once they 
were taken first to the washhouse. They undressed and their 
numbers were marked on their thighs with indelible pencil. After 
these ^reparations, they were again lined up in fives and then 
sent out to the execution wall (first four men and then two at 
a time). The men were led out by the block eldest of "Block 11" 
or then by the Capo of the cell block {a Jew), who took hold of 
the hands of the condemned and dragged them out to the wall 
where he stood between the two. In the beginning the condemned 
were forced to kneel and bend their heads forward, but later they 
were usuallv shot standing. The executioners shot their victims 
in the back of the head with a short-barrelled rifle which made 
a muffled report. 

After the execution the "body bearers" went into action and 
removed the corpses to a nearby stable where they wore thrown on 
a heap of straw. The blood stains were removed and the emplace- 
ment prepared far the execution of two further victims. After 
the whole group had been liquidated, the bodies were kept in 
"Block 28" until the ovenin E , At dusk all the bodies, including 
those of other prisoners deceased during the same day, were 
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piled on to a big cart and pulled to the crematoria . Later, 
the corps &B ware also removed from the place of execution in 
coffins and, if a considerable number were involved, a truck 
was used for thie purpose, Theee "death transports * always 
tcok place during hours of curfew, as the camp authorities 
wished to keep the executions ae secret as pes sib la, in which 
they were, however, not particularly successful. 

As mentioned before, such executions started during the 
summer of 19 41 and reached a peak in 1942 with the transfer of 
"disciplinary companies" from AUSCHWITZ to MJSKO (BlfiKENAil) 
towards the end of Hay, 1942. Tb get her with a large group of 
»U □30111111™^" ( 'ItuSelmann 1 ' was a term applied in tamp Jargon 
to convicts utterly exhausted by starvation or over work) 
many young and sturdy men were selected and drafted into these 
'•disciplinary companies. " They were all marked with a large 
red dot, as in these special groups the inmates were differ en tie ted 
by red dots on their chests and backs for offences committed in 
civil life and by black circles for 'crimea" committed in the 
camp itself. Such "companies" if ere made up of about 500 men of 
whom, every seeond day, 10 to 15 were shot. Hie rest of them 
had to work extremely hard and await their turn. At the same 
time mass executions started in AUSCHWITZ (middle of May, 1942). 
Once, twice, or three times a week, 40 to 60 men were simply 
picked out and shot, flestlessness increased in the camp, when 
by the middle of June the situation had not changed, to a point 
approaching open rebellion, especially after one mass execution 
which cost the lives of 120 prisoners. The camp administration 
apparently got wind of this and, during a roll cell sometime in 
June, it waa announced that executions would cease and the 
death penalty would be abolished. It was true that the prisoners 
reacted with deep distrust, but on the whole the news had 
s Quieting effect on everybody. And, in fact, there was a pause 
of 1 to 1 1/2 months after which executions began again, although 
less often and only in small groups. Ihie state of affaira 
continued until October, 1942 when one of the largest mass 
executions ever held took 247 victims, all Poles from the LUBLIN 
and PODHALA districts. Terror broke cut in the camp as a result, 
alihough at'ain many reacted with complete apathy. This ended 
a ghastly series of executions of prisoners who, upon arrival in 
the camp, were already condemned to death. But some of them had 
been in camp over a year without knowing that their fate was 
already Bealed. It often happened, for instance, that a prisoner 
selected for execution would be lying ill in the hospital but, 
as the sentence had to be carried out, he received a deadly 
injection in his bed. The famous Polish actor Witcld ZACHAKEWICZ 
was murdered in this way. 
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All this, of course, did not moan that October, 19^2 saw the 
end of the execution of prisoners brought to AUSCHWITZ with death 
warrants already signed. Only the method underwent certain 
changes. In the early days, for instance, the Aryan prisoners had 
always been civen numbers and then incorporated into the camp, 
later a new method was evolved consisting; in immediately dividing 
the newcomers into two groups: those condemned to death and 
those who were to reirain as regular inmates. The first group 
was not alloted serial numbers but directly transferred from 
the "block leader's" central office to the cells in "Block 11," 
The executions took place there and the arrivals were either sliot 
at once or a few days later. This procedure was adopted in an 
attempt to keep the whole matter secret, and executions were only 
carried out late at night* In addition, lihe camp inflates were 
led to believe that only "civilians" were submitted to this 
radical treatment (it must be stated tliat only a permanent camp 
inmate was considered a '"prisoner," whereas newcomers, without 
numbers and who had not yet Joined the ranks, were still 
designated as "civilians"). So as long as only "civilians" rare 
executed the regular inmates were not particularly upset. 

Executions of "prisoners," however, did not cease altogether. 
The camp administration was extremely severe regarding discipline 
and respect of camp rules, For the slightest order - :. on ono vras 
marched off to the execution cells and, of course, never returned. 
Things became even worse when the political sootier, (ncari:-:.;- the 
camp Gestapo) decided to take charge- of the punishment of petty 
internal offences. The frequent result was that they decided 
questions of life and death according to their own judfjaent. 
Briber;/' became the order of the day. Among the "offences" for 
being locked up in the execution cells were: being "politically 
suspect" on the grounds of having contacted "civilians" in the 
camp, spreading political news or commenting on the Germn Uifji 
Command's communiques, drunkenness, theft (foodstuffs, gold, 
precious stones), premeditated escape, etc. The death colls 
irere always overcrowded and every new and then bhev hat; to bo 
"evacuated." This took place as follows: the camp leader,, chief 
of the political section, GRAB HER by name, dashed in, accompanied 
by a number of SS men as drunk as himself. They went from cell 
to cell, taking down the particulars of each occupant's case, 
the reason for his punishment, etc. If the camp leader had a list 
of those condemned to death in hand, the prisoners could consider 
themselves lucky, inasmuch as it might not yet he their turn. 
But usually no notice -was taken of such a list. Vflsat decided the 
individual prisoner's fate 7faa mainly the impression he made on 
this gang of drunkards and the mood in which the camp loader 
happened to be. There was no question of considering the actual 
penalty. If the impression he made was not too unfavourahlQ, the 
prisoner remained in his cell to await ids execution at a later 
date unless he went to his death voluntarily. The i«holo 
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lncpoclicn wan acctH^jBnlui! by a great deal of vile langutfO and 
brutal treetawrlt. Usually E% to 90 percent of the death call 
ocoupants Hero "ervocuatod 1 ' and ahot in front of the iraU 80 thai, 
space waa again available for ne* arrivals. The c*rap in (pwerel 
Ml, Cf oourso, never InfoJf»d of thin Jiccrat Justice l»r who 
m.r-i. Its victims. It la true that the relative* af the victims 
ware duly infon»d) but the cause of death was Always Kiven as 
being "natural." An incredible endent <>f paper wbh wSsitod 
coopilitig faka records fif illnaesos, fever charta, etc., daatlnad 
to justify each single oe*tli. Death nnnounceiMntB were 
tain graphed never issro tlWft at the rata of tm * d*y ao as not 
to- arouse euapicion, on the p outeida." From the beginning 
tha enortiticna waro carried out by a aingle m*nl firat, by 
■DbarscbArfBthrer" WiiHSCH, who *aa later acnt to art offlcera" 
traininf; center, ami than by "Scharf uhrar- STTi1iT5t ( wbo Still 
performs thee* duties, Executiona of wenan were repo-rtod frort 
AUSOilCTK, but to small numbers On the other hand, grout 
numbers of people were shot aftar having been brnurlit in by 
truck straight from freedom or from prisons. In two inetWicee 
whole famillaa worm executed, parents together with their 
cMlcren. In one cane, an infant a few ncnths old ended bis 
abort Uf a ir. the erra of hie: Bother before tha execution nsll. 
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The President today, by taecutive Order » set up 



a Vfor Refugee Board consisting of the Secretary of State, 
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The Executive Order declares that "it Is the policy 
of this Government to take all neasures within Its power to 
reecue the victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent 
danger of death and otherwise to afford such victims all 
possible relief and assistance consistent with the Bucoeaftful 
prosecution of the war*. 

The Board is charged with direct responsibility to 
the President in seeing that the announced policy is carried 
out. The President indicated that while he would look directly 
to the Boerd for the successful execution of this policy, the 
Board, of course, would cooperate fully with the Intergovern- 
mental Committee, the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration, and other interested international organisa- 
tions. 

The President stated that he [w a s g oing tn n rt fnr nn/l 
jautfer-feeTLxpeoted^t^Je^opsratlon of all members of the United 
Nations and other foreign governments m carrying out thle 
difficult but important task. Hs stated that the existing 
facilities of the State, Treasury and War Departments would be 
employed I flmitf T aid •»> Axis vie tip s to the fullest extent 
possible. He stressed that it was urgent that action be taken 
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at once to foreutall the plan of the Kazln to exterminate all 
the Jews and other pereecuted minorities in Europe. 

It will be the duty of full-time Executive 
Director of the Board to arrange for the prompt execution of 
the plana and programs developed and the measure* inaugurated 
by the Board, 
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CAUT ICilf □ The folloeine LIST HE IEJ> I!t COHFIDENCE until 
released. 

HOTEs Jltln»3C li for All MJCUUft tUTUIS of WM1K 

REW5P;.rEHS or Sunday, January teanty-lhlrd, ljW.. 

deloase by raiiia commlillirj, nelricJiilere, lie., 

w.h_i...ii thai; ? t 00 P.Ij., k.;..t., Saturday, J*,u*rj 8, LM. 



Secretcry 14 llM President 



tits Prvuldniit lu'Jr, hy E.ecollt" Order, act up a 
War Stafugee Poord cj.. I;."-'...,; j:' tho SecreUry of St*t«, Ul» 
Sterotary of Xti* Tri-n.ur} aid Uic Secretary of V,nr, to ijiki 
action far Ui Isnndtatfl rescue froq tf» fills of 4B Mfly HI 
possible of line percotil'.cd tdnoi-ilieo of Europe — racial, 
rdlelouE or ralltlrai — all civilian tlelloa of enasy 
nafjpiry * 

The Executive OrW d*cl*roi that "it la Uie policy 
»f Ulil GOVciYinarit to Like Jill Diixrrs nithin Its pcecr to 
reecuo 'ho victims of oneej," oppression eho are In lmirrtmt 
*ui4J»r Of dCSth And liUicreiee tu afford Loci-, vidian ill 
peoiSU.0 relief and assistance consistent with th» nuw«i»- 
ful prosecution of the Mr", 

Tho Board In charged eilh direct raspaneitilUty to 
ttie 1'resliuit In swine that tho amounted policy li carried 
out. The President indicated thst tulille be ■ould look directly 
to tho Board for tht successful execution of thU policy, the 
Dftard, 9f course, Truuid cooperate pally with the Intergovern- 
mental Coneilttoc, tho united Nations Kellaf and RahablUta- 
tlon Administration, and other Interested International or- 
C anl anions. 

Tho President sUtoil Unit he erpected to obtain the 
coupor.itlon of til ivnhorp at tho Unit*! Xatloni and other 
forcirji ravnrnmjnio In eorryine out this difficult but inportunt 
task, iln stalno tlict Uc ejjstlnr, facilities of thi State, 
Treasury and Tiar Deps rt-Taits wild be cnployod U> aid Axis 
victim to the fullest utint possible. Kg strosned that It 
w «r(ntrt that action be tajsMi at or.ee to forestall tho plan 
of tho lroils to eitcrrdntta ail W11 Jm and OVtwr poraacutod 
nlnontlrc ih Europe. 

It Kill be til duty uC a ftill-tlne Eiecutire Director 
of tho Bturvl to «rnui£t> for the preopt execution of Uie plane 
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iio»j-a shall tfiMlat of Ui« 5nar.tarj ot Stnta, tha Sacrwlary or the 
Treasury and Vh* Eicrwlary of Kir, -9m hoard r+y rrquoit the hoadB 
ofS af.*". or Wrtu.nta W nartlaihat. 1" »■ 
»h»™^r «*t*-. .p.Cl«U7 iff«U« -oh at.hel*a or AWT*-" «• 
under Sons Irtoratlen* 

Th. Hoard ihUl b. ehw-BKl with Uw ™aponi Ittlity for Horns 
thai tha nolle* of tha no«mo»Jit , an atatad In th* Proaaala. 1» car- 
rel out. Ita fi~:tlo« of Urn Joard .hall rtU.^V llntU- 
tlec tha dawKpnant of JlMlo OH proCPJUX a-id th* InmijiraUon or 
offocMvo rrHajroa for (4) tha roocu., transportation, ™ 
raliaf of ** ulrtir* er oncay opor*." Ion, and («) the u.tabl lahaant 
of l«yiM of taa-orory "fop. for an* vietlna. W thla ««J th. 
K*rt. Uirourh .f<ira-J.rlafc> ahall tata Ui<> nanaaaary (tops to 

22* £ SSfSSS. or for*** pmnl; Md *ub pm3» t-rtt- 

ClpaUon lr. tha anacullw of aooh t'UJia and pTOfnlafi 

J, It ahall W Lho dul? *f thr £u«. Iraamry »1 1»r D9{«-t- 
DtnU, within VWU' mauaellvo aOteWj to o»ou« at th» lW»U«»t of ■ 
""oard, th» plana ano prccra^a « s.-alo^d art tta 
UWMd. It alull bo tno dutf *f U» rK.*Ja cf all »4™«- 

altKtanao and faciliti.a al >*«n raoulra in oar^lnj BM Hi« 
"ovt^lona af Vila Ortar. P>a Stat. Cwart-wrt .hall apoalnl apaaUl 
itlachaa with dlplonatlc alaoja, on Uv raaa«ndatlon of lha PoaH. 
to b. aUU>»rt abroad in P Uc« M It ia HKn lT that «.la Van., 
can b. rw=.la«d 10 war rafupa., the autia. M4 rajp «M U»UJ ^lio. Sf 
Duth attachoa ta bo do fined by lh» '•aard in aonaultatlen "ita tbo 
Etato Bopardaint. 

4, lha Baard and lha auto, Wwaaury and "Mr OoparOwnVa are 
aulhorlierl to ar-«a|it »a aer-vlfloi or oontj-it»Uona of any arlmti prr- 
Dona, private ornaflltoWana, Sttto Ifnclll, w •«*»>« ^T!}?? 
rwornaanta In »r*jUig not tt" aurnaaca *T Ulta ftriar. 1<m Hoard 
SSTaaoparatO wlS all .*iaUnj ant futur. ioUmUional «-janl.»- 
tlon. concert*! -lUi t*o prohlnaa flf r«fa,oa nueua, BJlllUoaoc^, 
Ur«pOC-laUi", mllur, rohabiliUlUon, and MMttlaawht. 

|, * tho ailoat -MM* tlw B-i-J ahall «U1« th- (^.onnul, 
aunr4io».TaaUiti.a «ng aorwlc.o of Stato, Irjaluty and *ar Da- 
^r P CU- in addition Uw: MM, within Ih. 1 1*1 to rf^f *M 
■ay a« «ada arailaMo, aay uByloy noa-.aoary priannol ^tUicut r.,.ard 
fS Uk; niril Swrvloa li-r and rapilallflna and thu Claaaif lCJiUon *ct 
or IKS, 'a* naundon, and bwl ^rtalin. for «rp«lloa, "* 
tiritooa nauiiarr to dliohanjo iu (N^onaiolllUoo. lha Board ah*ll 
aapo: 
tlio 



»no Li"tira DlruotorV.O HmOI oor« It. r-rlocloal .»e»- 

rfflS»Sr l"«ill ba IhJ out, of th. SxacuUr., Slraator to ar- • 
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ranga tar Ukr profit execution at IV) plJT.a proiriuv o"»v«lppod 
and lh> m«iurua ifuufj j*ftttrd by Iha Botrl, la aupiirvlM Ui* flollvl- 
Ht» of thy rl^ci'il *".\a<Jn;* «nfi to putmit ?rcqu«nt rnparU to tfao 
*nrd an Uui titft usaa for uu ruKue nd rtliitf of Mr nraifrx- 

S. Tin tiouM *h»Jl feu dLj^iUy n. at>gn>lblu to Ui* rnrtidont In 
c*rryln,; ouV tlw policy of Uili Oimrnnt, &a G Lilod In Lho Prrinali;, 
am lib netm •lull mptrt bo hUa at rrvtuunt inurrd* eancenilnt uu 
Dti'p: '.iKtr. far Ul» micuit and rult*f of MT rvfUJM* WV4 »r*ll mlH 
inch raoauadatiaa* ■■ Uu floinl tuy ihiui approprliU far furUiar 
•ctl«a to ouniH dirriailiiti mi«vuntvrot In Uu i 



/ WHITE HOUSE 




WASHINGTON 

January 26, 1944 



MEMORANDUM FOR 



THE SECRETARY OP STATE 

j&0 



I have had a nuaber of 
nance flnbraltteu to rue for Executive 
Director of the W a r ft e f u& b e Boa rd 
and of the narac-e 
think Toir, yinletter and Aubrey 
miliums ehoulclVbc given frpeolfll 
cotiPineration. 



f. n. n. 



(1/25/44 - Dictated by Gr&ce Tully over the 
telephone - KG) 



> 




HlTE HOUSE 
HINGTON 

K,bruary 1, 1944* 



I ta*C Uie Secretary of the 
Treasury that you were beeinK ^ft 
Graham "off Lhe recoro" at *:15 toouy. 
nt- lj^ if for any reason ^r* urahara 
.does not feei he can accept v he U»J3*** 
ship of Lhe nurjij-ru, ^■'^ ,f M-V; ifc 
becretari «oTCCrxk« to have a chan< 
to tax* wttii you before anything is 



.3? 



uu J. 



> cf77~A 



ADDED STARTERS i The Secretary of the Treasury 

(arece eays the President vante see 

AO /, 3 0i ^) re Chalrn,AI,H[ ilP of *W Refuse 



0- 



.w 




TELEGRAM 



1 1 « , *«Uto, 



: - ICJUC, l,.T, , Jnunry - , 10M 



^ (Hyde : . ,J 

»!N I s?n ?awr old mentar touch it? beet on tlia tn'o Imsbio 

run* ycu } >ut over t!io fea<s« 1« e-.t -ilaon fjid tferu^flj ir.ntW*. 

yoti ell knot tho wlraotor of t]^ Kafu^ea CMntii**s l on can 
tiiScD or bre&k It. 



lira iz. 



FIuL ItSHOi 

The r'rtsitent directed no 

bodby to teil tHe iiecrotury at rh*:- 

ireusury this fcrmomice-ient dhouiu ccue 

fro«i Treasury rutiit-r thiiii U.S. — tittS 

b Mt. 




Pehle is Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
Director of Foreign Funds Control. The Secretary of the Treasury 
has given Pehle leave of absence to serve as Acting Executive 
Director of the War Refugee Board. 

Pehle 's work as Director of Foreign Funds Control has 
afforded him wide experience in negotiating with representa- 
tives of foreign governments as well as with the various 
departments and agencies of this government that nill be called 
on to participate in the work of the War Refugee Board. His 
work in these fields also has brought him into close touch 
with the problems now before the Board, and he is well known 
to the private agencies Interested in relief work and the rescue 
of refugees. 

Pehle is a career man in the Government, having entered 

i 

the Office of the General Counsel of the Treasury Department 
upon his graduation from the Yale Law Scnool in 1934. He was 

i 
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named Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury end Director 
of Foreign Funds Control in 1940. He was selected by the 
Secretary of State as an Advisor and played a prominent part 
in the Inter- American Conference on Systems of Economic and 
Financial Control held in Washington in June, 1942. 

The Vlar Refugee Board was established on January £2 , 1944, 
by Executive Order of the President, and directed to carry out 
the policy of this government to take all measures within 
its power to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in 
imminent danger of death, and otherwise to extend to such 
victims all possible relief and assistance consistent with the 
successful prosecution of the war. Members of the Board are 
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the 
Secretary of War. 
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The V/ar Refugee Board recently appoint eti by the Presi- 
dent haa designated John tf. Pehle as Acting Executive Director 
of the War Refugee Beard. 

pehle is Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and Director of Foreign Funds Control* The Secretary of the 
Treasury has given Pehle leave of ahsence to serve as Acting 
Executive Director of the War Refugee Board. 

Pehle' s work as Director of Forei(in Funds Control has 
afforded him wide experience in negotiating with representa- 
tives of foreign governments as well aa vfith the vmtIous 
departments and agenda of this government that will be called 
on to participate in the work of the War Refugee Board . Kis 
work in these fields also has brought him into close touch with 
the problems now before the Board, and he is well known to the 
private agencies interested in relief work and the rescue of 
refugees, 

F^le is a career man in the Government, having entered 
the Office of th* General Counsel of the Treasury Depart roe nt 
upon his graduation from the Yale Law School in 193 A* He was 
named Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury and Director 
of Foreign Funds Control in 19A0, He was selected by the Secretary 
of State as an Adviser and played a prominent part in the Inter- 
American Conference on Systems of Economic and Financial Control 
held in Washington in June, 19 A2^ 

The War Refugee Board was established on January 22,19AA, 
by Executive Order of the President, and directed to carry out 
the policy of this Government to take all measures within its 
power to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in bumment 
danger af death, and otherwise to extend to such victims all 
possible relief and assist ance consistent with the successful 
prosecution of the war. Mnyibers of the Board are the Secretary 
of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary of War, 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

February 15, 1944 . 

Memorandum to Mr, Stephen Early 
The White House 

The President night be interested 
In reading the attached excerpts from 
an editorial on th eJWar Refugee Board it 
Thieh appeared in the Manchester Guardian- 

Herbert E. Gaston 
Assistant Secrefcaiy of the Treasury. 

,f*>* **' 

Attachment, (ifo $ ^ 
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Secretary of StctE, 
Ytoshington. 



PLAIN 
London 

Dated February 12, 19-K 
Sec 'd 9:1S p.m. 

£23 1$ :y,f 



1222, Twelfth, ' ; n, 

for secretary of the treasury and the vl.r refugee 
board froi casabay. 

Since February 1 the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN has 
devoted threE editorials to the VJr.r RefugEE Board end 
Its program* The first two uere brief, owing pr Eaurr^bly 
to lack of specific information but all have bEen 
strongly favorable to the Board 1 3 objectives and have 
urged the Establishing of a similar board hers. 
Quoted below arc excerpts from a lengthy Editorial In 
today '3 GUARDIAN j "The United Nations have nEVEr In 
the last eighteen months faced the refugee problesi 
boldly. The refugees from ,jxis, and Especially Hitler's 
persecution are of all peoulES and all kinds, but the 
grsct majority are Jews, and one say a eighteen months 
because that Is roughly the period during which the 

policy 



»■ 

f 



t 
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policy of 'Extermination 1 ' lias bEen pmc tis Ed, as it 
a till Is, with the full knowledge of all of us. If 
there have been one or two slight signs that here and 
there the full fury of the terror has recently be En 
abated it is nevertheless true that in gEneral It is 
being carried out with the old ferocity. In Denmark 
and In Franc e for instance children between the ages 
of two and twelve have bEEn sEized, herded together, 
and dEported to the 'unknown destinations' which 
almost certainly mean death* It la. now fourteen 
months since the house of Commons stood in silence to 
show its condemnation of such hc^rors. But apart 
from very slight changes in our own Immigration rules 
and some slight and unspecified efforts in nEutrnl 
countries all that has bEEn done is to hand over the 
work of rescue and relief to tht Intergovernmental 
CommittEE in London, This body, consisting of a large 
number of governments and not even yet fully constituted 
is little likely to get at the insistent, practical 
work that Is needed, however able and willing may bE 
its officials. The main responsibility must necessarily 

be with 
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be with Britain and the United States. To rely on 
this antiquated machine, crnvrling and creaking ita 
slow Yfay along, Is to show that we have never 
recognised thla to be an urgent problEni, though urgency 
is Its Essence. 

At this moment P resident KoosEvelt has taken a 
step which ho I da ^out the promise of tl»t aogfc Of^ 
practical action which has hitherto bEen largely lack- 
lng. executive order, whose text I 3 now available, 
he has EstahlishEd a war refugEE hoard consisting of 
the Secretary of State (Hr« Bull), the Secretary of 
the Treasury ft.fr, Morgenthau), and the Secretary of 

War (lr*r„ Stlinson)," 

After suitmarizing thE main provisions of the execu- 
tive order the editorial continues: "Even this hare 
summary proves that, to say the least, the scheme 
provides precisely the machinery that haa all along 
been needed. It la said that tip, Roosevelt was moved 
to act by the Information reaching him that little 
was in fact being attempted. Public opinion in the 
United States will now expect results. Public opinion 
in this country should not he satisfied with lea a 
workmanlike machinery or with smaller results. 

The Intergovernmental 
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ThE Intergovernmental Committee and UNRRA will 
proceed In their leisurely way with plans for Eventual 
remedies. These are of great importance, but we 
have done wrong in assuming, as the British and 
American Governments have hitherto assumed, that next 
to nothing can be done for immediate measures of 
rescue and relief. The American Government ha a 
clearly abandoned that defeatist, timid view, and we 
should follow suit. W should establish the same 
sort of working machine. We should lend our aid by 
appointing a general director here and special officials 
abroad, by setting up temporary camps, by encouraging 
the border countries through assistance and also through 
example, and by more freely opening our own country, 
since about the admission of refugees we remain 
obstinately and discreditably mean. It is never 
possible to say much openly about what is being done, 
or may be done. In neutral countries lest the German 
spite discharges yet more poison, but one has only to 
mention what Sweden has done for Norwegian refugees 
and for the Danish Jews to realise how much more an 

energetic 
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Energetic Br it is h-f.ro eric an policy could still accom- 
plish. The Turk* olso should be stimulated to under- 
stand that their ally Britain expects them to encourc t e 
the escape of Balkan refugees over their borders, and 
every effort should be made to explain to the now 
hesitant satellites haw carefully their conduct in 
this question is being watched. There Is one other 
contribution we can make. '.'!e should announce that 
Palestine ctmnot and will net be shut to refugees 
after the present limit for immigrants Is reached. 
No ainGle one of these expedients will do much In 
Itself, but practised all together they would reduce 
the sum of misery." 

****** 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



The appointment o f John Vf. 
Pehle as uersr-anent Executive Director 
of the v;a r Refugee Board is hereby 
approved. & 



MEHILH OP 

COMUITTTKCN rHI JUDICIAL 




Congress of tije fHmttb &tatea 

, ^/ fte&ft of fttprrtfentaiiutd 



*JlHIJJOID4i 




-I 



January ^5, X94*j^^ $ T <) 



Hon. r'ranklin D. .-in. awv^lt, 
The .toite noua^, 
tashingtoa, J,C 

Ly dear lir» President! 

permit me to ofi'ar jay con^i*tulations and taanka lot 

the isauance of your iirective creating a 'Ajar helo ^. -oard 

lor tne itescue of Jews ana otner victLus *J? any eisemy uy- 
pre si ion iiifl xn the HitW carnal house. ft?U nave issued 
tins directive in the spirit of oiliest jfcpujrican tradition, 
■Ve must hold oat tie highest nopes lor a succ_ssful operation 
oi tills Refugee Board. If tne helpless, iiapl^ss victims oi 
tne Uaai jackais are ressued in an ap^rrtiaLde nint^r, your 
ne* Directive will decode pentacDst,ai. 

line a mixj. uepend upon tine personnel that rjill direct 
opt. aLiona. Oi onuriso, tne SeoreLery of War, eiis Secretary 
of tnti Treasury, inc. tne 2tcr<t ary of state, injesh^d as t:iey 
are nitta multiiarious actios, cannot ^ive iul_ time to this 
work. Tney can lay co*n Jrcau policies, but much a ill depano 
upon the personal aeiected to do ti* spade work. I fOTW 
Hope and pray that the mn aei^cte^ if ill knon the m^nln,; of 
sanctuary and niercy and that they flili anew and appreciate 
"the soft sad music of humanity," 

Eight lo:i- years have b**n lost since the Evlan Confer- 
ence* The mietakes 01 that Conference fitre reputed at Bermuua. 
HHWs hangmen do not ..ait. 

i 1 j-io* that your generous heart will pronpt those *ho 
a(i i euiio tNe .e^tiniej of the -Jar itufiigue :*aru to grain the 
unduly extensive surveys and explorations, and tne nany delays 
tnat stereo from Evian and &™da, and that tney will act 
promptly, courageously and generously, 

Xha hat ion's security must not 1* imperilled by the adoie- 
blon oi" epi*s ana espiona,;* agents under the fiuiae oi 
out national security auat not be used as an excuse for any glacier- 
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like or stony-hearted attitude. 

The work of the War Refugee Board *ill be arduous 
but it will have the earnest cooperation of thinking 
men anu women everywucre. I, p^sonalxy, want to aelp 
as an numole kemo^r of Congress in every way possible, in 
this iiumanitarian work. 

Your glarious action has cleared the atmosphere. 
It is like a bolt of lightning dispelling tiie storm, 

**y neartfelt thanks ^oes out to you. 

rfith assurances of highest esteem, and kind personal 
re^itls, I am 



Yours v^ry sine -rely, 



f 



■ 



SAMUEL CiIL_£ft 



- 
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The Provident 
The White House 
ffashington, D. 0. 

Jear Mr. President, 

I am writing to congratulate yon on the f oration of the *ar 
Refugee Board. 

I nave been particularly Interested In Senate resolution 303 
that has been in Congress lately. I am also a member of a local 
committee here, called the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish 
People of Europe. I am a young American girl, non-Jewish, but 
the story of the massacre in Europe has shaken me Into wanting 
to do sompthlng about it and it seemed to me that this committee 
had tne right idea. 

I am so glad that you, as a leader of the American people, 
has voiced your opinion and done something concrete that might 
help to atop the most dreadful maasacre of all time. 

I am deeply interested, and Fill folio* closely the actions 
of the Hb.t Refugee Board, and hope that a truly sympathetic director 
and leader will be chosen, for this could be a field for wonderful 
accomplishment In the saving of lives, and a hope for m ny many 
people in tne world who feel discouraged. 

I have been a friend of Prank:! in and .of fey, and I have always 
hoped that some day I would be able to meet you. 

Sincerely yours, 
BLTOB! RICHARD 



2315 15th Street B. W. 
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TMt SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 



April 19, 1944 



]fy dear Mr. president: 



I don't know whether you get the daily 
New York papers. I am, therefore, serving you 
hTPwlth a very interesting clipping from the 
front page of today's New York Tribune. 

I r-.rl |u:ici with ^irschsann today, 
and he rc&lly accomplished wonders whileVxn 
Turkey. 



Sincerely yours. 




The President, 



The White House. 



■ 
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oAiaKefugees 
idered 
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Wpr Refugee Board Studies 
Fined Where 

ASffl 1H— 
&Hfl£ 10 QBMldfiHrJi^ 
K piar. b 

in t:-:t. unit ed 
(5(jjjjfetf"i(W waif TufDjS*; ft "Was 

<htrMM »jjir by John W, p.™, 
Ifcflim ' dtiwtar Of thi tvU 

fit* . pdrt plHn"fti > Jfttat pnua 
wafenrpen *Uh Jrt Bin cr jipi mn . 
of >'«w TWrt. TtQe-mAlut of 
Iocm and w 




l iuu i T M i i l J /' 

t» m pTUt'ds • Ji nf - 

1 ttain wbare Hfi^i 
nB.otftH-ptwse te id 
untu .ii be-' 
lie tt*« etttar toj 
[0, U»lr or to 

•ffc/rt. W:iU* If: i fr» Jjqrt,' 

_ MM not b* aar-L 





aay 

iH>ctiLl^rL of Lha Irue- 
port p"I*4i bad g drc, and thai no 
dtrition h»d oe«I or te U W 

Ukm *• nv, It b tte J$rtr rf 

tfas TFaf WeTnf** Board Vo (tody 
CH pbaritAf nn (if Bn-ii^g i<rr. 
poruT Hfcvrcx /or nfnjW^ at 
tftflallMdJ ~ ' v-'-' 
fair. B^Wib^^fii** unoVnt 
cJH* jtaMdUea* frlurteT «- 

CUpiad'IBMt Of Pl» (**•* 9ffil«r- 

, 'Tbai — * mr tjint iwiit m 

b »tfod 

USfc*._- They cad/t _Wif n Were 
«T Sij 1 flj ffoiltlwitP h4m -' Ifi n_m 
' iB^f ML* tK Ai i. m ---'»:t 

teH'* *srf»nHna of Werttl M r In 
wltfell hfl <M tlte- fro* pro- 

ps *n.d Ail* -icTDpo- 
l their f runiicra to all 
f umuuH nn," had H*fl an 
ring t-" i.C, In Las Sal' 
It ID tjro»dEijt ovtr uid 
, hod It Siivt people 
It mads them ttti XXIlt 
eommc to Uelp IhetEL he 






Id »at our CMW* ^ 

:3 **9mfljfiliWW#!S^pe?*te; but**** 1 - 




|ifeu3riilho^l 

■I* 




tb« tnlertee-. tha Fu»Lu» pr \ 

Lnia.ttiB 7?«««>»«trK and W- 

rcmlL The moTemaii of the 
rclu^TQ nl "adt .fnadlradr to 

plaVbut trJ*fl^Bt under with 
"* tM BOmxalan prr- 

"^^TOrtthJKini uld ilie rim- 




lit. ntTiM*hii*ni 



t acd ttx 




;^!»rt* the 
IJM refold 

fro a taa aamuu. nd U It 1 
W1»BViaW »r d*T.. he 
jiltf, la U» tMt few w«ch>' (fan* 
vdait Btd#a»i« twta tre«n* a» 

'rttujcea tlclt 14 IiUnb^I l>om 
iQrtMMi*, in mannls. Tb* wiii 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington 




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 



The President today announced that the War Refugee Board 
has designated John W. Pehle as Acting Executive Director of the 
War Refugee Board. 

Pehle is Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
Director of Foreign Funds Control. The Secretary of the Treasury 
. has given Pehle leave of absence to serve as Acting Executive 
Director of the War Refugee Board. 

Pehle r s work as Director of Foreign Funds Control has 
afforded him wide experience in negotiating with representa- 
tives of foreign governments as well as with the various 
departments and agencies of this government that will be called 
on to participate in the work of the War Refugee Board. His 
work in these fields also has brought him into close touch 
with the problems now before the Board, and he is well known 
to the private agencies interested in relief work and the rescue 
of refugees. 

Pehle is a career man in the Government , having entered 
> 

the Office of the General Counsel of the Treasury Department 
upon his graduation from the Tale Law SchooL In 1934. He was 
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named Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury and Director 
of Foreign Funds Control in 1940. He was selected by the 
Secretary of State as an Advisor and played a prominent part 
in the Inter-American Conference on Systems cf Economic and 
Financial Control held in Washington in June, 1942* 

The War Refugee Board was established on January 2E, 1944, 
by Executive Order of the President, and directed to carry out 
the policy of this government to take all measures within 
its power to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in 
imminent danger of death, and otherwise to extend to such 
victims all possible relief and assistance consistent with the 
successful prosecution of the war. Members of the Board are 
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treaeury, and the 
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THE EECRETARV OF THE TREASURY 

WABHINOTOU 



April ?a, lgnu 




My dear Mr. President: 

You will recall that, at the t 
the creation of the War Refugee Boar d, Kyron 
Taylor w as somewhat disturbed about the confusion 
and difficulties that might arise in relations 
between the new Board arid the Intergovernmental 
Committee on Refugees. In view of bis perturbation 
at that time, you may be interested in learning 
the most recent developments. 

As a result of a talk I had with 
Mr. Taylor, Sir Herbert Emerson , ^Director, and 
Kr. Patrick Mai in, Vice Director of the Inter- 

— ■ X 

governmental Committee, came to Washington to carry 
on conferences with Mr. Pehle and to meet with the 
Board, These meetings have been extremely cordial, 
a complete agreement has been reached on relations, 



/ 
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and the future eeems most promising. In a recent 
conversation with we, Mr. Taylor has expressed hU 
complete satisfaction at the Hay the whole matter is 
progressing. 

Faithfully yours, 



Secretary of the Treasury, 



The President 

The White House. 




April «U 



TOi THE, fjUSIDiUT 

1 L^uu^nt you ud-Siit It* iflt*irfl£t*& Iji IJiB 
ttticliao. iw>t« tiitt I trecsiv*}- too titfjor any fro 
Ira nj-rtch™, m.f> Iw* Just cocb be*K f™ Tu^_ 
nUBrn i* did *° m£l * oril l * |L T' *!* h*fyjg. B . 

It 1b eort*inly Dot* tatluJ'yin^ anii 
thrilling to out lio* muE.i b,e ffrUs In lisotrJ. 
tsirope tuprticiot* *ntt you Jir« trying to oo fw 
ttlo merlo. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON !i, 0. C. 

April 20, 19:4. 



Hi-. IwAor Lubln 
The W-.lte Ttou.-e 
'ifftAhtnston, D, C, 

Derj Lube: 

I cannot restrain the teaptntlon to reiterate the 
deep and ijirleive impress Inn thnil 1 . ;ot In ny conver- 
se i one vith refuses who came out of the Balfcana and 
uith whoa I talked In Istanbul on the subject of our 
t:'q:-'. President, Cne strict en ^eo\)le in the Balkans 
hav* one art*! ono hope only, and t'.iat is: "President 
Boo»T«lt*, 1 heard tMfl jvjeln rjid n^aln, Aa 1 snohe 
to the refugees, somehow they all seemed to l^now of 
the President's Order cresttlng a War Sefu/;ee and 
that a representative was In Turhey to save then, Soae 
of It was e^arrassin* to no aa they tried, to thank me, 
tari I was only a privileged instrument of tho President 1 1 
Board, imerently it was th? one name on everyone 1 t llpa, 
nod It hf-.s teeome a Byncol for animation to the*e lost 
i{so tl e, 

■loan!: frnd for your Qre.-:t President 11 , they kept esiyln^ 
to mo, "When la he a ending the Americana to save ua? * 
"We 'triow he will. Ho in our God," This HQ A similar 
vari atloo 9 are what 1 he-crd In t constant refrain. If the 
President knew about Chit, I think it vt>v\t dots him to 
Imw fihttt 1 1? deeply founded humBJiltarianisa la not lost 
in the hearts of other countrymen. Tn*Y ?eol i fc Intuitively 
and actually, I aurroas* ;-&od things are somehow never 10lt. 

Ton can imagine my sense of orld* and responslMllty 
in i India.: this cralfestntl-nn to audi an intense and acute 
degree. I wae proud out I alto felt that It wa« about 
five minute e to twelve nnd that the tic peo-ole had to be 
aumtched (mlcfcly from tha death hande of the :Tasis and their 
Satellites. Ono tMii; the Pre? Wont 1 a Order and his 
broadcast dli. {we nansgied to have- It rermated afntift add 
again la various language* through the BallcaneJ It frve 



the^e if>*oplo who wore n«3oim» ao denjr Al i » ?i ruij da tier-rite 
thftt tliey itorpned tryin,; f° r them aire* , a new nope to 
light nn for tnoneel^BB, which in do eatfimslj' Immortal t 
eleaent Ml m fcnov too »U th»t It mjvj -joint in tsin or«»ii 
□ f dojrrjiflttrjis tropic nr* r.oim to n »tatn of regl^nUan 

Hit! tti*n th*y really lo» thermalvoa. 

I raa trying wkeroror I o^ji to tell this Ktsjry ts the 
PIOII nod to some 8f tlut bij tuiinnafl opponent* Of dtlt 
TfcFifletit, I ho^n it fnlli on fertile loil, I fan'* know, 

Agftio, let is thank you. ror yorajr efforto in helnitiE 
no jot o*«r to Turkey. I thill not forget it. 



Tjiitkfully yourn, 





thm faaeuttT* Dtr«ctoT of >Sw 
tollftjlj Board for tttmUOn 
and ipJir»prl*W Teknomlad£»aat. 



triLLriJi i: HKvm 



Tnlsfn Fran tha liter gancj ComiHttaa To Bav* tba 
Janiab PeopLt of Sure pa, Daas tlf*W« t Fill Angara, Jr. , 
Fatar H , Bar ion, Slgrld End sot, Louii BrttnriaM, 
B.grlco IlUiu, B»n Heebt, Li E*fflSi> C*-Chalrii#n , 
STC, JAVU, to th* Prajidan*-, rae E »Stlsg «*t*bllalM*nt 
of twporary rascu* conpfl tn tho 0.?. and ffm porta 
in tlinir.B., Pala^tna, Bort.ta Africa, stt., 'of Hutlm 




J Urn .*«BW«* is 

Tort, a. t. nt ftw ;»rti ln~i>» rw.ad 3U(m fbr : 



-life, rf^ 0*i/tlt ^ t li_<tt"*.Hf ■ T(?FiS<,**" 




The Bod o ratio Cord ell Hull, 
Secretary of State. 
Washington, D* 0. 

Dear Sir;- 

The formation of thu War Befugeetoard,_^. 
ha* brought bop* to coaeerned people" appall eel by 
the pllgbt of refugees In Europe. wo have been 
seeking for sons thing tiutfodiate and effective we 
here in the United States oan do to actually save 
lives and restore hope and faith in these hunted 
people. It has seemed to u* that free porta for 
jrefugeea la suob a plan. With The U- S. doing this, 
it will thon be possible for our loard to euggest 
that other countries take alailar action. 

#or these reasons the committee of 
Christian fellowship of the N, Y. Council of Chnroh 
women wiehos to register ite hearty approval of 
the plan for free ports for rsfugeee and to urge 
you to do all in your power to set snoh a plan 
in operation. 

Very truly yours, 



Marlon Fronyoar, 
£ecy 



Committee of Christian fellowship. 



/ 

Copy to President Booeevelt. 
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war Kefugee Board, 

T awhln gT an. »t *■ f ■ 

D*nr Eir;- 

Appalled *7 the plight of r»f*g»« J 
Europe, aan7 oonoerned people bate ** an "2rf* 
for *oiothinff immediate an* effeotite wo here In 

HI VSSSffiiU* can do to actually *m IItm 
SJ bull* hop* ana faith U theee hunted {W^J- 
*o belie™ fie* port* for refugsea %M ^ h a pl*u. 
If 11 ll Ihlll fllth thia, it "ill b * *>a«ible 

for *o« lal tefmgeo Board to suggest that other 
oountriea take aiarilar motion. 

lor those reaeeua the Befngee Comialttee 
Of the NUl WBhij Of 3«aoU0Uiati0D I***** 

register it* hearty approval of the plan for free 
porta for refugee a and to urge you to do all in 

Jour oower to sat *uoh a plan in operation. 



Tory truly youra, 



uiarlon Frjiny*ar_ 

mp-l. 



Carbon oopy to fcreeident BooseTelt. 



jBjPHaoucCD mou woujwsu a tub. nuwun a. aoosfveu uiMfff 



IfSMDRAKIAJll FORI 




Early 1ft the «i*k Oeoeral Clay* 
oaflsed on to HI through ^.^ >M rr 

rerdu* *lth regard to the worlToTthe War jfc; 
fte fug«> Boards It did not eeem to « that » 
ffiftPdd9t~of the Bdd«t of ditcneaiona about 
food aid ft* poetarmr treatment of Qrzmiy, m 
ahoiil/J try tt> cet out any Preyi^rtial eta^#- 
»nt about the Sard's aork* I talked 

with General n'Deyer ha agreed, but he warttsd 
tfai* aaterlal paaaed on to the Preeidaot, 

H - ' ' 

Jo -than Glials 



Thifl U the nw.or.nto™ *hi°* 
B & vl4 Mil" il«»»"* BO 
T 0U thlfl i 




William O'Dwyar 



PACKACBS FOR IBTETOEBS Iff G3RMAK CQIJ CSTTRAT IQ1T AND R]g?TCEB CAMPS 



The War Refugee Board expects that 50 tone of trucking and 2,000 gallons 
of gasoline a week will "be made available very shortly from United States arny 
stocks to the International Red Crajra-£pr the movement of War Refugee Board 
food parcels to internees in concentration and refugee camps in enemy Europe. 
Currently the Var Refugee Board has approximately 334,000 of these parcels 
in Got eh erg, Sweden, and in Lubeck, Germany, and 60,000 parcels in Geneva. 
It can readily he seen that these stockpiles will he quickly exhausted when 
these trucks get moving. 

J 

The Board has funds for the procurement and shipment of an additional . 
300,000 parcels -from the United States, hut under the host possible circum- 
stances private contractors are unable to guarantee delivery of these paresis 
in less than three months time. This being the case, we will have trucks and 
gasoline but no packages to distribute to the unassimilated internees who face 
certain death from starvation. 

On the other hand, the American National Red Cross has a stockpile of over 
7, 000 t 000 prisoner of war parcels in the hands of the International Red Cross 
Committee in Geneva for distribution to United States military and civilian 
internees, Hie monthly distribution rate is approximately 353,000 parcels. 
At this rate, it will take 27 months to exhaust the existing stockpile. An 
additional 362,350 parcels go forward from this country each month to replenish 
this stockpile. Roughly this replenishment exceeds the monthly distribution 
rate by 35 per cent. 

The Board desires to obtain an allocation of 5 thousand tons (slightly 
in excess of 900,000 parcels) from this stockpile to he earmarked for the 
Board's feeding program. The Board will arrange for reimbursement either in 
dollar b or in kind. 

Thie proposal has been discussed with Mr. Basil f Connor, Chairman of 
the American National Red Cross, who is very sympathetic and is taking the 
matter up with members of his staff. This, undoubtedly, will result in con- 
siderable delay. 

In view of the urgency, a request to Mr, O'Connor that the matter be 
expedited will probably save the lives of many people. 



t d THE rum* & 1 



tha ExBcutiVo DlroCt.or of tha 
■ftr H#Ajs*a Bof-rti for nrepara- 

tion 1?' rttply for t^' zljiu^ure. 




^■■fl-otnr*' to th«t pr*;ld.Tnt 



Letter frrra Cor. ( :. <M.to H r i rCunt onio , V/t4| to the "wldant, 
urirlnr the Pre'-'dont to 11 rod t ho Bur KcfWre Bo crd to «Btnbllsh 
in tho 0.S. £ refuse r=icu^ crjut? or "free rort" ' wh?r« JoTish 
refu^«os aay find urictuuy fro^ yie horror- or mx nt lent* for 
tt» d«irtitton. 



15, 19W 



has a«ku4 me to 
jour Letter of June sixth and to thank .you i"or the 
lntereet will oil you liave axpr**ft#d in ;....> reeoue of 
the victiam of enemy appreation ml Uie natter of 
providing jOaco* of taipopery aeyluu for theeu 

Tou will b» intnrveted in to* nwloMd 
oopi«B of the Prealdent'e oefalegraa of Ju» eighth 
to ,duljtifl04<lor Robert Wurplny in Algiers* regarding 
the eetahHahftent of an Uwrfc«nqy isfujjw Jhelter 
at Fort Ontario , Oawego, New York, hie 
of tii* sana date to the iieada of agenoiee oooi 
with the aaceotition of the plwrv, and the neeeage 
eent tp the Cen&mv* on June twelfth relative to 



^■oraWry to the Praeid^it 



Vito iLareentonlo, 
House of ftepreeentetivee, 

D. C. 



typed by 
adp 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE Of THE PRESIDENT 
WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

1 11, l>. t 



JTSN \ 1 1944 



jjux.-t r', *t ■inaLjxl. 



ai-:^<". tonic's lrlt«r It- -ttrrnr-' i;>;r*JtM. 
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w. r, it ........ 

_ Fifhil Authority 

Congress of tfjc fclm'tco Urates ' 

$oiufe of fctprwentatibea . "~ "'" 

/ ) — 
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Juas 6, 1944 ^ £ 3 „ M 

President Franklin 3, 3oo Bevel t 
The Whit a House 
Wc.ahliicton U 

Dbbt President Roosevelt i 

la thie hour of the liberation, of the continent of Europe froa 
the racing hand of Hitler and Kitlerisa, I Join with all taerlcnno In 
the egression of the deepest appreciation for your leadership in thle noet 
critical period in th* life of our nation. 

It seeas fitting to rae that on thla significant day I should nddrees 
you about the ^rablerc of the Jewish people nov prlaonars in Hitler 2urope. For 
on this day the signal for the struts far their liberation was given. Eow 
at last it la possibls for America to offer the long-oppressed Jewish people 
t\is aid nnd succor vs have long "been prevented fro-i giving them aecause of 
the EiiteueBt of Europe by Hitler. 

As you :300V there la the prospect that in the wake of the successful 
invasion of Europe by the gallant nen of the United Uetlons er^ed forces, there 
will be tens of thousands of Jewish war refuses froi-i every section of Europe, 
who have hitherto been ruthlessly uprooted fro- their hoEies. The long period 
of faAinft and oppression experienced "by those ^eopls under Kit! or niskes it 
lsiptratlre that America extend to the 21 a helping herd, They were the first 
to' feel the heel of lltler tyranny ant should be the first to be freed froa 
::a=i oppression. 

Because I knov full well that you share my scr.tiaents in this regard, 
I an iTitlnj; to urge that you direct the Var Refugee Board to establish in the 
United States a refugee rescue camp ot "free -:ort" where these refugees nay 
find f.anotuary from the horrors of Afar at least for its duration. 3y this 
practical stop we may pave the lives of thousands of refugees, vho al^hA 
otherwise perish. Hay I further ur.^e that this froblem be presented to others 
of the United "dtions- t 3 the end t:.at such refv_;ee rescue canape ainj* be 
established elsevhere ana to the < nd that aid in tho transit of the refugees 
to America be afforded. 

It is oy fervent prayer that our first act of aercy in liberated 
Europe itay be extended to the Jewish -leoplc: first victim a of Hitlerite 
slavery. 



Sincerely, 



■ 



Hy dear Mr- Varctintoniot 

Hie President has asked me to acknowledge 
your letter of June sixth end to thank you for the 
interest which you have expressed in the rescue of 
the victims of enemy oppress ion and the matter of 
providing places of tempornry asyluE for them. 

You will be interested In the enclosed 
copies of the President's cablegram of June eighth 
to Ambassador Robert Murphy in Algiers, regarding 
the establishment of an Emergency Refugee Shelter 
at Fort Ontario, Oswego, Net? York, his memorandum 
of the same date to the heads of agencies concerned 
with the execution of the plan, end the message 
sent to the Congress on June 12, 3944> relative to 
this matter. 

Very sincerely yours, 



ffUimi D, HASSETT 
Secretary to the President 



Honorable Vito Iffarcantonio, 

House of Repr c c en "U. t ives . 



Attachments 




mm#m: fur pr^ia;? 

fron 3fff 

"H«nr;r Itorvfontliaii vrants to ci/Jfl totnorroiv >jkI see the I raalaent viith 
Jofin Pahla" (*'.. Dir. ,ior *.«ru.::«o lionrd) 




PKKLE, Kn. J.l. 

tug. Dirt Bar gafaf Icf*., 

e AM * ■ — J ' ' ~ 

*rlt« th. FTnaldart u fall nil "Fr.s th* unallaaatad bil.D*. . f th. M*,0OQ,0OO 
**d* nailabl* by th* Cdi^t*«.i thru th. i J?A o C 1H1 .m th* Ttilra Suapla aiuU l Wl 
Oafona* AppifaprlatioB Ait of 1M2> It 1* r^DDirsortlml that th* nut of |TB3 a TB0 b» mad* 
aval Labi* tr th* Uffloa af DLitr Ibvtlo n of th* D*J*. t»f IpU. fbr th* A**rL*u Jait'l 
Ead Cn». Alto It 1) naaanaodad that th* i un of 12 AS, 000 hi avaljabl* b» The 

Treasury FT* our inn at , Thaa* aUaoatleni will oorW t b* ititl lMl«*l In th* proourn- 
narrt uvl s!:i r plx of !8*.00o fbnd para*l* ef thru HUM «ioh tvt nltlartt* 41 atrlbtrtion 
by th* Inf.* rational C**»*Att*o af th* Red Cr*ia to uaUilaibtHl p*rnoa* In nmntn- 
tlow KAd raft*;** a mb pa la wntar/ TJurtpn," th* Asarloan Hod Craaa ha* .onrultad ami 

will nrr^F- t*r th* paoklnt; and th* thl^Mrt ef tJ*a* f*T=.li,-Ur. Ult>. Aacuat Hth, 
r*/*rr<nl thli -*tt*r t» th. Mi-, af th. ftrfe** far !■»**— •Bdatiop. to th* FTa.la.nt. 



SEI. 7* AUTSlllUXTICV TE JSVjHt SU> C«B5 



A3 




Sept. 11, l^W. 1 777 

lb* ttireetor or the -uroau of ttt audent wrete ro the subject: Food Parcel 
Proflraa for Unaasinilatod Porsons In European 2nocy Ooncentrat i on and ttefu^so Cajipa. 
i.ttaoiiM far tit* Prsaidftnt 'a signature, b rtuncrdflJUJI 1ft Tour copies. Indicating too 
respective responalbillll'-s Of tba beada of appropriate amende* In connection with 
a. food twoel jvro^ravs for una* a 1 ra LI nt fl J tniraoDD In concentration and refugee ea.-ipa la 
that part Of Europe now hold Or OCOUPied ny toe ameoy, further atatos that thia 
■jamorano'un cons Ht« tea aa effective reply to the letter of Mr. J,?;. Pohla, iierutivo 
Director of tha "tojf !i*fu»8« Board, addressed to tiia President on jMig. 24, 1944, eiiicb, 
lflttur is et tanned, oftl Strtae it la roc nmaendad thot ttl* sun of W83,?50 bo jusda 
aTBilablfl to tha Office of Diatrlbution of tbm Sepnrtraont of ^-rl culture for the 
Marietta !:otiOonl /tad Craaa. Abo recoiweilue that the aura of ;2B5,0OO be --mee pvoll- 
afcls to Treasury PiemirtMnt* Mj. iiith closes I- la jierjon usdum by a eying that til* food 
parcel protrii la cl«or evidence of thla (SoTurftiMBt 1 n rasolse to aid helples* peesla 
hurt hy tha eo»=y. Vne attached namerftaduii will briny about such aaatatanca and baa the 
approval of all lot <r sat ad ajjeneleo nod he {lir. £-*-lth) recommend* the President £lve 

bis approval. Ttlo President on Sept. 12, XWA, in ■ lioraorandun for :far food Adul ol atrn* 

tor, Secretary of the Treasury, Cbalrnan of tho American "atlonal Hod Cross, and i!jcec Utivi 
Director of the ■°w W^oe Board Stetee that on the rocttEHrBdati 00 of tha ■Secutivs Dir- 
ector of the "ttr HefUSBO Boecrd thet 285,000 food parcels ha procured blf ttlla Government 
for distribution to Unseal" listed persona In cence nt r«t Ion and refuse* coi^pe loooted la 
that part Of TP.tr ope now held 4r occupied by tha enemy, certain at spa should be token as 
eipeditioudly a 9 poaalbla: (1) The unobligated balances Of funds allocated to the Daoort- 
nent or .V-ricultur* from the appro print 1 one for roroi,",n nor Relief, ahall ba available 
to the Was "ood j'J-ilnlatrator to procure necessary agricultural Suppliea up to a certain 
value. (31 A» n;*aed between tba jinarlcan national Sad Cross and tha V?sr S*fusae Board, 
the Chairmen of the AnorlCen Mat. T*d Croas ahall arroflE* Tor the packing Of tho food 
parcel* and Uialr ahipmnt and fllatrihutlon. (4) Th* -Keoutive Director Of the V.lnr Tiafuaei 

BOflJCd-fl^all e^OrClae omor-ell roepOoalbl 1, ity for this projoet, tfo, Z of the aboW «na 

o^lttefl in tho brief la*, - -i'en notntion - Oriel to 3udjjot 9/U/U. 

*Ur. aaith ol» atetee that the Ceablned Blooksda Conalttee 
3 aa - B02 in London hue approved the doliTory Of thaaa food parcola 

to tb* unaasiiilloted pereona loanti^ned ntt-avt > 



i^, ft ( r^,f , ^:* t !L*J ini ' t * ,tD ^ >^™«-» rSi".i^ r£?.E 




' or-Str« ii Jirt.; Ill taiwtl auertl- it tho olull '. »-*v.<5or» - Jimw-rj. - - 

ri m - t«Hn id :..-» upb^jm*, ■am , :.-a mn.rt. * - 

Eghfal U 19-r.orr M >tn . I at »tter!-ai 1* of • loMa', .Aifti*i*4 <!• 

Ictt.n r t I* c r«»r,el« rtlUMt *1>* l«tfc»« "-'t^ 

'""m. - -• :■. n,«tt ._• \«. X. 1949, I " n» ^ ° r f Ty** 

•>» taw e^rn«?».!«W for (wwimSf U ;a v? jt«» «^». t<lYl-Ji» iSa* 

• , to rf J.... Wti. -Ut. am— ^ufl.nii r sv -f.ti«*i ■«*.•<;•• -nlo», 

^- ^.L-nliTl igft Kttt tb* lur fi;f Mr, r'JvtfwU .:, t*4 Jan. 6, 1<M5, 

^ ^U,,, laa...'-* Tort, T. f.turyia- i<Jiw«Ma*i ™J* say «- 

Pu u«n -,d 'i.t» Iimh ni .1-- *i t ■» *■ puoent 7w.r0 nru tn Ml liw rt»i«*tro- 

wr*10M AlbU bo cj^tL- «J *■ toes oi th*^ J>y o ro-rnlt^S." 



t.c; 



r „.„„ l m ir Suo-iy ;o.c€r,l.tutlLm tad 3ofu£W ^po. «ttaotw» for tha A-asiSairt » 
o 5T^ d ™A^--«uJiw^ueSr of thT^r Stu«« * 

2£y. 51- F^ltot AIM*. «** «rtBin «o *, ^ -f^^"g^SL«fS%i 

SiStSioSTtSLlL^ S ?TiS-siti«-i m«« of ^ or 

io.jttw ■»:*:»<«•■ era. for 'A*™ l^i ^rotf. ,v*r-«il WS* nihility 

Zia i.roj.ct. - -F-unilod wMtiofi - fci.r. rirf. *-» S-o-A*. 
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O'CGMITORj Hm. "rtill 

Chairman, African Rad Croc*, 
"*B a Linton, Di 0. 
liar. Z7 t IW. 

Let tor to the Pr*si£tnt outsit a snmary of recant discussions batuoan Amerioaja 
l^-.tl, IbA Croaa ana General O'Dwyer of for ^■fnflW Board, I n ooaiioetloji wit l ts*lr p«>- 
riiH of fttfnUTtllia food for distribution uaflar tne supervision of tfaa Internet tonal Red 
Cross Conm. to pupa on s In camps In GarmBn'-eait rolled territory not Ualftllrttd to civilian 
intoraoe*. Bad Cross we 5 abla to aoVn all problem* except onei Wa ^fu^ee Board n*ede 
iidditional funda for for* i [711 ™ar rulicf purpose* m^ieh will have to bo appropriated or 
)*4ur*d fro pi tana aourea other than the Ketl. Had Cross, (Carbon copy retained for files.) 
- -Presidential lienor andw for tba Director of the &ifle»t detod Apr. 2, 1945 » *h* tTaal- 
(lent srtld Tt: your lnformtt ion and the neaessuTy in at Ion," 




See - 12* 



